
It’s the facts 
JOUR 3510 
Joe Dennis 



So what? 
•  The public depends on you to be a resource 
 
•  You can jeopardize someone’s else’s 

livelihood 

•  You’re reputation is on the line 

•  First impressions are difficult to change 



Examples 

Old AP photo 
“dug up” by 
Washington 
Post, reprinted 
during 2004 
election 



Examples 

June 1971 August 1972 

FACT: Photos were “photoshopped” together 
EFFECT: Fueled swiftboat propaganda 



Examples 
• Documents show President George W. Bush failed to 
report and perform National Guard duties  

-Dan Rather, “60 Minutes,” Sept. 8, 2004 
 
FACTS: Documents were forged, no typewriter could have 
produced documents, Lt. Col. Bill Burkett (original source) 
admits lying to CBS 

-Numerous other media sources 
 

EFFECT: Three producers fired, Rather “retires,” 
Wednesday show eventually cancelled, Rather sues 
Viacom for $70 million for making him “scapegoat” 



Examples 
• “Sen. Barack Obama was educated as a child in a 
radical Muslim school in Indonesia known as a 
“madrassa.” 

-Fox News, New York Post, CNN HLN, Jan. 19, 2007  
FACTS: 
School is public, with no emphasis on religion (many 
attendees are Christian) 

-CNN, Jan. 23, 2007 
EFFECT: 13 percent of voters believe Obama is Muslim 

-Wall Street Journal/NBC poll, March 13, 2008 
      Number increases to 18 percent. 
         -Pew Research Poll, Aug. 23, 2010 



Examples 
•  USDA administrator Shirley Sherrod  

 “I was struggling with the fact that so many black people had lost their 
farmland. And here I was faced with having to help a white person 

save their land … So I took him to a white lawyer.  
-excerpt of speech to NAACP as released by blogger Andrew Breitbart 

•  Story immediately reported as fact by Fox News, 
CBS and AJC 

•  Amid pressure, Sherrod resigns 
“I wasn't really sure of what I could do because at that time, I thought they 

[white people] had the advantages. I learned that was not the case.” 
-the continuation of the 45-minute speech, as released by NAACP 



Reliable Sources? 
• The source 
• Government officials 
• Citizen witnesses 
• Third parties/those involved with the subject  

 (i.e. attorneys, employers, friends) 
• Documents 
• Past articles written 
• Internet research 



The Internet 
• Look at the extension. “.gov” and “.mil” are official 
government websites.  

• Educational websites use “.edu.” But not all are for 
colleges/universities. 

• Be wary of “.com,” “.net” and other websites. They 
are often used for personal and commercial 
information. 

• A “.org” website doesn’t necessarily mean it is a 
nonprofit organization. 



The Internet 
• Wikipedia is not the equivalent of an encyclopedia, but 
is a good source nonetheless. Check the footnotes. 

• Learn how to “google.” 
 -put quotes for exact searches 
 -use “and” to connect two terms (or the + sign) 
 -use “or” to look for two distinct terms 

 
•Learn relevant web sites for your community/specialty 
 



Local sources 
• Clarke County Tax Assessor’s office 
www.qpublic.net/ga/clarke 
•U.S. Census Bureau 
www.census.gov 
•UGA Stats 
www.oir.uga.edu 
•Georgia records 
www.open.georgia.gov 
•Guidestar 
www.guidestar.org 
 
 
 
 


