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2021 GSPA Summer Individual Contest Winners
Categories (in order of appearance)

Literary Magazine:
Poem
Short Story
Artwork
Photograph
Cover Design 
Spread Design

Yearbook:
Social Justice Reporting
COVID-19 Reporting
Yearbook Story
Special Interest Story
News Photography

Yearbook (continued):
Feature Photography 
Sports Photography
Portrait Photography
Photo Essay
Information Graphic
Photo Illustration
Spread Design
Cover Design
Theme Development
Social Media Storytelling
Social Media Promotion
Emerging Media

2021-22 GSPA Spring Individual Contest Winners
Categories (in order of appearance)

Broadcast:
News Package
In-Depth News/Documentary
Feature Package
Production
Sports Package
Podcast

Newspaper/Newsmagazine/News Website:
News Story
In-Depth News Story
Feature Story 
Feature Profile
Column Writing 
Opposing Viewpoints
House Editorials
Commentary
Critical Review
Sports News Story
Sports Game Coverage

Sports Feature Story
Sports Column
Headline Writing
Caption Writing
Editorial Cartoon
Sports Photograph
News Photograph
Feature/Entertainment Photograph
Photo Essay
Information Graphic
Illustration
Photo Illustration
Double-truck layout/design
Advertising Design
Social Media Storytelling
Social Media Breaking News
Social Media Promotion
Emerging Media
Social Justice Reporting
COVID-19 Reporting



Poem 
“Rafters” 

Mira Eashwaren
The Globe, Milton High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The poem draws the reader into the experience of this insomnia, where the mind wanders and 
stresses. The language vividly describes it in unique and colorful ways. As a spoken word piece, the 
rhythm set up and interrupted adds to the anxiety.”



Short Story 
“Lay Your Ghosts to Rest” 

Maret McWhoreter
The Globe, Milton High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The story presents an interesting arc around the protagonist’s former life. The dialogue helps develop 
both characters vividly. Pacing in the narration captures the tension and builds suspense.”



Artwork 
“Tension” 
Nicole Croom

Echo, North Springs High School



Photograph 

Amanda Ocheing
iliad, Clarke Central High School

“Sea Nettle” 

Judge’s Comments:

“The photograph is visually interesting and emphasizes the vibrant color of the subject in order to 
draw the viewers attention. Strong informal balance and use of the tentacles as leading lines also draw 
the eyes and adds interest.”



Cover Design 
“Okeanos” 

iliad, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The cover is minimal in design but still has all the necessary elements and introduces the theme. The 
artwork chosen for the cover visually complements the theme.”



Spread Design 
“Black-Eyed Susans” 

Natalie Ripps and Lucy Hines
iliad, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The spread balanaces the written and visual artwork so that both work together yet each retains its 
value and draws its own attention. The graphic treatment (pink wave) also separates the visual piece 
and draws the reader’s eyes around the spread.”



Social Justice Reporting
“I Would Walk 500 Miles” 

Isabella Hughes
Saga,Druid Hills High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This story localizes a national movement and shares it through the eyes of students. The photography 
selected accents the story beautifully.”



Yearbook Story 
“Framing Our Inspirations” 

Mackenzie Simon
The Legend, McIntosh High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The connection to those who inspire us is what makes this story stand out. It is a smart way to highlight 
that inspirational figures come from many places.”



Special Interest Story 
“Lessons Learned” 

Anna Evans
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:
“The photos that show people in different elements helped this story stand out. I felt like I learned 
many unique qualities and experiences from these subjects.”



News Photography
“Splash Lab” 

Jayli Waznik
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“This photo shows action, reaction, and interaction. It does it all with great color and detail.”



Feature Photography
“Victoria Allen” 

Yasmine Leonard
The Olympian, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“A successful photo transports you to time and place. The color and focus of this photo makes me feel 
as if I am at the pool observing this lifeguard.”



COVID-19 Reporting
“Mask me Anything” 
Ivey Smathers and Anna Evans

The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“This reporting recaps what students have gone through on a daily basis, but also offers how they have 
overcome the challenges and still created connection with each other.”



Sports Photography 
“Varsity Basketball”

Holden Looper
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:
“The focus on the ball-handler’s face and the movement in his hair shows a captured active moment. 
The color pops and the player is perfectly in focus.”



Portrait Photography 
“If you Mask Me”

Dolly Thomas
The Legend, McIntosh High School

Judge’s Comments:
“The lighting in this photo is flawless. The focus detail on the subject’s hair, eyes, and mask are out-
standing.”



Photo Essay
“Life is a Highway...Meet My Car  ” 

Tiffany Robertson 
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“A photo essay should show off different spaces. This one does that by putting people in and around 
their cars. It is a fun way to show personality and connection.”



Information Graphic
“The Race to 270” 

Charley Roness and Gavin Lucas
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“The variety of graphics used in this storytelling is impressive. It is not overdone or overwhelming. 
The color scheme matches the topic.”



Photo Illustration 
“Kamari Miller” 

Sydney Robinson 
The Olympian, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The minor details of this illustration are what make it work so well. The black and white backround 
makes the colors pop. The headline matches the artwork.”



Spread Design 
“Table of Contents” 

Jessie Overstreet
The Bulldog, Forsyth Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The table of contents is often an afterthought. This one is highlighted with visually stimulating 
graphics and fonts that catch the eye.”



Cover Design 
“Here and Now” 

Sydney Robinson
The Olympian, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:
“The interwoven tapestry that binds us together is a beautiful illustration of understanding the ‘Here 
& Now.’ The graphics are visually appealing and still subtle.”



 Theme Development 
“Here and Now” 

Sydney Robinson
The Olympian, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Incorporating the rainbow tapestry throughout the book created nice cohesion. It provides the sense 
of everything comprised in this publication being connected.”



Social Media Storytelling 
“In A Cowboy Hat” 

Amanda Ochieng
iliad, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Art is always great. Getting to understand an artist’s process is even better. This is a smart way to go 
“behind the scenes” of what something is and why it matters.”



Social Media Promotion 
“Olympian Instagram” 

Amani Tillman
The Olympian, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“It is brilliant marketing to routinely update the number of books remaining. That prompts a level of 
urgency to the audience. The graphics are clean, informative, and show faces.”



Emerging Media 
“What’s your sign 

( Virtual Art Show)”
Stella Roden

Echo, North Springs High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The lack of gatherings must never prevent art from being shared. This is a fun way to share 
spirit and creativity during the pandemic.”



Broadcast News Package
“Football Production Team” 

Abbey Duke 
Live @ 1575 , Greater Atlanta Christian School

Judge’s Comments:

“Natural sound and interactions were the two main areas where this package stood out among the 
entries in the group. The production took some risks, but succeeded in producing a dynamic, behind-
the-scenes look at how the football production takes plac.”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/tw53f4u5fpoyqio/Football%20Production%20Team.mp4?dl=0


In-Depth News/Documentary
“Sonnt Melton’s Story” 

Kara Newstreet
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School

Judge’s Comments:

“The execution of this story has some technical flaws, but it is all overcome by the emotion of the 
interview. A compelling human story always draws in a viewer more than a technically perfect story. 
Great interviews.”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ue1t19pbh2dyna7/Sonny%20Melton%20v2.mp4?dl=0


Feature Package
“30x30: restoring green spaces to Athens

” Violet Calkin 
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:
“The story goes to where the action is and keeps the central figures in that environment. It gives me 
access to a world where I otherwise would not have been. The lighting was fantastic and the thought 
leadership was impressive from the main interview.”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/12/10/30x30-restoring-green-spaces-to-athens/


Production
“Sports and Arts Segment 

Alex Marler and Faye Li 
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian

Judge’s Comments:

“The video effects used on this are professional caliber. Thousands of organizations would pay top 
dollar to employee professionals to create something like this. Well done!”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/shzu0vu98d9x2b0/Sports%20and%20Arts%20Openers.mp4?dl=0


Sports Package
“Preparations underway for baseball 

season” 
Alexander Holland

WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/12/16/preparations-underway-for-baseball-season/
http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/12/16/preparations-underway-for-baseball-season/


Podcast
“This I Believe: Antonio Starks” 

Antonio Starks
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This is a very honest and candid essay produced in a very clean way. It very much reflects the NPR 
style that is models”

https://odysseynewsmagazine.com/2021/12/09/this-i-believe-antonio-starks/


News Story 
“Local educators protest 

anti-critical race theory resolution”
Savannah Duncan-Barnett

Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“To be honest, this was one of the most intense categories to judge. However, Savannah’s news article 
on Critical Race Theory took courage and a whole lot of research to pull it off. CRT is a hotly debated 
subject and one that Savannah did well.”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/09/10/local-educators-protest-anti-critical-race-theory-resolution/
http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/09/10/local-educators-protest-anti-critical-race-theory-resolution/


In- Depth News Story 
“CCSD bus drivers cooperate and sacrifice 

to transport students” 
Jackie Wright 

Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Thorough coverage of a very timely, important, frustrating topic for many school systems. Great job 
getting out there and interviewing a variety of stakeholders. Well-researched and written.”



Feature Story 
“Alum makes artistic comeback to 

new library,” 

Lindsay Ruhl
The Southerner, Midtown High School

Judge’s Comments:
“This story has a compelling main figure and local tie to draw in the audience. I feel like I know the 
artist after reading this story. I can give no greater compliment than that.”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/84152/lifestyle/alum-makes-artistic-comeback-to-new-library/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/84152/lifestyle/alum-makes-artistic-comeback-to-new-library/


Feature Profile
“Alum Forman portrays father in 

‘Son of the South’ ” 

Marlee Rafter
The Warrior News, J.C. Booth Middle School

Judge’s Comments:

“Excellent transitions that carried the reader throughout the story. Interviewed multiple key sources 
to propel the story in a thorough yet nuanced way. Great job keeping readers’ attention and highlight-
ing an alum from your school.”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/81136/lifestyle/ae/alum-chaka-forman-portrays-father-in-son-of-the-south/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/81136/lifestyle/ae/alum-chaka-forman-portrays-father-in-son-of-the-south/


Column Writing
“Letter from the Editor”

Audrey Enghauser
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“It’s a clean sweep for the reporters of Clarke Central. All three of the editorials here could’ve placed as 
the All-Georgia recipient, but what Audrey’s story does is hit on a subject that reached both local and 
national airwaves.”

http://“Letter from the Editor”


Opposing Viewpoints 
“Should Buckhead become its own 

city?” 
Katie Sigal and Aran Sonnad-Joshi

The Southerner, Midtown High School

Judge’s Comments:

“‘I’ll be honest, there were some strong columns in this category. What separated this opposing view-
point from the others was the subject matter. This isn’t an easy subject for students to debate. They 
both did an admirable job worthy of this prize.”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/86301/front-slideshow/buckhead-h2h-container/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/86301/front-slideshow/buckhead-h2h-container/


House Editorials
“Our Take”

ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“House editorials are tough to write. Usually, it begins with several group discussions and ends with 
one writer and several editors and copy editors fine tuning the strongly worded letter. These editorials 
engage the reader and present strong arguments.”



Commentary
“The World is Crumbling: Why Even Apply?” 

Violet Calkin 
Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“A perfect topic for stressed-out high school students, especially with added stress of COVID-19.  Ex-
cellent writer’s voice and thoughtful message.”

“The World is Crumbling: Why Even Apply?”  


Critical Review 
“Easy On Me” 

Isabella Westrich 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“So, to me, the mark of a strong review story starts with the lead and hooks me on the take right from 
the start. It’s clear the Isabella knows how to hook the reads with the intent of keeping them engaged 
on the reader from first word to last.”

https://odysseynewsmagazine.com/2021/10/22/review-easy-on-me-by-adele/


Sports News Story 
“Slow decline of football

 at Midtown” 
Cole Parker and Duncan Tanner

The Southerner, Midtown High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This quotes-driven, informative story contains multiple elements of sports newsworthiness, includ-
ing timeliness, proximity, importance. Losing a varisty sport is a delicate and rare topic for schools, 
but the writers handled it fairly and without bias.”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/84836/sports/slow-decline-of-football-at-midtown/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/84836/sports/slow-decline-of-football-at-midtown/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/84836/sports/slow-decline-of-football-at-midtown/


Sports Game Coverage 
“Blue Devils crush McEachern High in 

rival game,” 
Ella Chesney 

The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Wow, what a great game play-by-play! Fantastic attention to detail. As a journalist AND student it’s 
hard to separate the two at times, but be careful not to show bias in headlines (“crushed”). Otherwise, 
very well written!”

http://“Blue Devils crush McEachern High in rival game,”  
http://“Blue Devils crush McEachern High in rival game,”  


Sports Feature Story
“Slamming the Standard” 

Megan Wise 
Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

http://“Slamming the Standard”  


Sports Column
“At long last, Dawgs on top” 

Jacob Weiszer 
Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This story gives a unique perspective to an event that is easily recognizable to the state.”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2022/01/16/at-long-last-dawgs-on-top/


Headline Writing

Joslyn Webb
The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The challenge of writing a good headline is to make it interesting enough to catch a reader’s attention 
while making sure it matches the tone of the article and follows basic headline writing rules. Good job 
in achieving this task consistently.”

“Can’t repeat the past? 
Why of course you can!”

https://www.theprowlernews.org/reviews/2021/10/26/cant-repeat-the-past-why-of-course-you-can/
https://www.theprowlernews.org/reviews/2021/10/26/cant-repeat-the-past-why-of-course-you-can/


Caption Writing 

Judge’s Comments:

“Captions are great entry points for readers scanning a page and deciding whether or not to read a 
story.  Headlines and photographs, too! Good job providing interesting details that are not obvious in 
the picture. Well written.”

“14th Annual Warrior Way 5k ignites 
autumn”

Jenny Loveland and Elijah Pacis  
The Chant, North Cobb High School

https://nchschant.com/19921/sports/14th-annual-warrior-way-5k-ignites-autumn/
https://nchschant.com/19921/sports/14th-annual-warrior-way-5k-ignites-autumn/


Editorial Cartoon
“The Poland-Belarus Border Match” 

Zoe Marsh 
The BirdFeed, South Forsyth High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Powerful illustration. Clear statement, good planning, quality drawing!”

https://thebirdfeed.org/19438/political-cartoons/the-poland-belarus-border-match/


Sports Photograph
“Destiny has arrived” 

Annika Pepepr 
The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This image shows pure joy - a season’s worth of hard work has paid off and Annika 
Pepper was ready to document it. Strong moment, lots of faces to study and a controlled background 
make this work well. The other Superiors all had good moments that were tight and clean, as well.”

https://www.theprowlernews.org/sports/2021/05/28/destiny-has-arrived/


News Photograph
“Getting Vaccinated” 

Melanie Frick 
Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The winning entry was a clean composition, well controlled and it has a moment to it. Entrants in 
this category struggled with defining what was a news photograph, we think. There were almost no 
true moments, very few interactions and there wasn’t a sense of storytelling here. We recommend 
students study news images from the wire.”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/10/21/why-i-am-vaccinated/


Feature/Entertainment Photograph
“Black History” 

Zaria Byers
The Pitchfork, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Zaria Byers’ image stood out because of the genuine emotion and natural layering it showed. There 
was a clear center of interest in the dancers up front and the engaged crowd behind them gave a 
strong sense of place. The other winning entries also displayed a strong visual hierarchy, a key to suc-
cessful photographs.”



Photo Essay
“Athens Day of Jubilee” 

Luna Reichert,
 Audrey Enghauser,
 Nico Willman and 

Jaydon Dennis 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The winner was a set of well composed, well controlled images that covered the breadth of this event. 
Compsitions were clean and varied, moving the viewer around the place so they would have a deeper 
understanding of the day. Each image was well controlled with a clear center of interest. The Superior 
entry showed strong consistency.”

https://odysseynewsmagazine.com/2021/05/05/athens-day-of-jubilee/


Information Graphic
“Return to Remote Learning” 

Disha Kumar 
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“In depth look at all circumstances surrounding the Covid situtation. Student stats included as well.”

https://www.nhsmessenger.org/news/all/9i7tfxq34iw7nxjpi7mcygu6zgopc2


Illustration
“Red Dot”

Disha Kumar
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Powerful illustration that perfectly reflects the article. Well done!!”

https://www.nhsmessenger.org/news/all/sdm6ciqzpx5fyh32az35mx6ugmkugv


Photo Illustration
“Cracking Under Cultural 

Expectations” 
Melissa Liu and Jennifer Xia 

The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The consistent use of color in this illustration stood out quickly. It was polished, clean and not over-
thought – sometimes, a minimalist approach is best and this is a good example of that. A good illus-
tration needs to communicate quickly and efficiently, it should answer more questions than it asks 
and this does just that.”

http://Cracking Under Cultural  Expectations
http://Cracking Under Cultural  Expectations


Double-Truck Layout/Design
“Carrying the Community” 

Naomi Henderson
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“A clean and effective doubletruck highlighted by the use of a solid, street-level view of East Clayton 
Street. The page has solid page construction and the use of cutouts (while not perfect) lead to another 
visual moment on the pages.”



Advertising Design
“Promotional Posters” 

Eva Orbock
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Colorful, vibrant and matches the theme established by the Odyssey Media Group. The posters have 
strong photography, clean headlines that do not distract the reader and are on point with the overall 
message.”



Social Media Storytelling
“Madison Beavers
 Student Spotlight”

Claire Shirley
The Verve, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“Focused, comprehensive story told through strong interviewing.”

https://www.instagram.com/p/CaOKpOBs-Td/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CaOKpOBs-Td/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


Social Media Breaking News
“COVID-19” 

Melissa Liu 
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Timely posts with information pertinent to ALL students.”



Social Media Promotion
“Black History Month Promotion” 

Zaria Byers
The Pitchfork, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Comprehesive & thorough coverage of Black history month. The variety of content was refreshing.”

http://“Black History Month Promotion”  


Emerging Media
“Nik Bruckman: Future Gamer”

Maddie Shaw 
The Southerner, Midtown High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Quality interviewing and inclusion of multiple sources that provide a full picture to the audience. 
Well-crafted transitions by reporter to help propel the story.”



“Dress code movement pushes for reform” 

Caroline Hubbard 
The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This story gives a good summation about what is going on right now and what next action steps can 
take place.”

Social Justice Reporting

https://www.theprowlernews.org/news/2021/10/20/dress-code-movement-pushes-for-reform/


COVID-19 Reporting
“Distrust causes low vaccination rates” 

Lilly McGreevy 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Good reporting captures multiple persctives and regularly asks how somebody arrived at that view-
point. This story does that multiple times in a way that helps the reader understand a complex issue.’”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/10/18/distrust-causes-low-vaccination-rates/


2021 Summer Award Winners 

]
          

          Summer 2021 General Excellence
LITERARY MAGAZINE 

Excellent
Chrysalis, Chattahoochee High School 
VOX, Roswell High School
The Globe, Milton High School
Towodi, Mill Creek High School 

Superior
Inkslinger, Darlington School
iliad, Clarke Central High School
Musings, Starr’s Mill High School 

All-Georgia
Inkslinger, Darlington School and 
iliad, Clarke Central High School

YEARBOOK

Excellent 
LMS Yearbook, Loganville Middle School 
The Crest, The King’s Acaemy 
Tiger, Dawson County High School
Archive, Thompson High School

LITERARY MAGAZINE

Poem
All-Georgia: Mira Eashwaren, “Rafters”, 
The Globe, Milton High School
Superiors: Salai Diekumpuna, 
“What Do You Go By”, iliad, 
Clarke Central High School
Aanika Eragam, “Ghost Girl”, 
The Globe, Milton High School

Short Story
All-Georgia: Maret McWhorter, “Lay your Ghosts to 
Rest”, The Globe, Milton  High School
Superiors: Mai Pamor, “A Soulmate that wasn’t meant 
to be”, Musings, Starrs Mill High School, 
Natalie Schliekelman, “The Library”, iliad,  
Clarke Central High School

Artwork
All-Georgia: Nicole Croom, “Tension”, Echo, 
North Springs High School
Superiors: Jerian Brown, “Static”, iliad, 
Clarke Central High School, 
Zoe Atlow,“Blinded by Truth”, The Globe, 
Milton High School

Photograph
All-Georgia: Amanda Ochieng,
 “Sea Nettle”, iliad, Clarke Central High School
Superiors: Maddie Loud, “Rainy Amusement”, The Valiant, 
Saint Francis  High School, Ori Gal, “Landscape(Lake Clara 
Meer)”, Echo, North Springs High School

Cover Design
All-Georgia:Lillian Sams, “Okeanos”,
 iliad, Clarke Central High School

Spread Design
All-Georgia: Natalie Ripps and Lucy Hines, “Black Eyed Su-
sans”, iliad, Clarke Central High School
Superiors: Natalie Ripps and Lucy Hines, “Hypnosis”,
 iliad, Clarke Central High School, Aanika Eragam, “Spread 
Design”, The Globe, Milton High School

YEARBOOK (continued)

Excellent
Orator, Midtown High School
The Bulldog, Forsyth Central High School 

Superior
The Indian, Towns County High School
Legend, Tallulah Falls School
Jabberwokk, Darlington School
The Guidon, Marist School
Argus, Lumpkin County High School
Lacedaemon, South Paulding High School  
SAGA, Druid Hills High School
Golden Memories, Fayette County High School
Olympian, Greater Atlanta Christian School
The Legend, McIntosh High School
High Tide, Glynn Academy
The Lynx, Westminster Schools
Panorama, Winder-Barrow High School
Cutlass, Habersham Central High School
Olympian, Marietta High School 
The Legend, Walton High School
Accipitier, Mill Creek High School 

YEARBOOK OVERALL

Middle School Winner
LMS Yearbook, 
Loganville Middle School

Small School Winner
Legend, 
Tallulah Falls School

Medium School
The Legend, 
McIntosh High School 

Large School
Cutlass, 
Habersham Central High School 

All-Georgia 
Cutlass, 
Habersham Central High School



2021 Summer Award Winners 
YEARBOOK

Social Justic Reporting 
All-Georgia: Isabella Hughes, 
“I Would Walk 500 Miles”, Saga, 
Druid Hills High School 
Superiors: London Whilby, “Restless 
Until Results”, The Legend, 
McIntosh High School
Natalie Spellman, Summer McDow, 
Grant White “It’s Never Too Late To 
Change”, The Legend, 
McIntosh High School

COVID-19 Reporting
All-Georgia: Ivey Smathers and Anna 
Evans,“Mask me Anything”, 
The Crest, The King’s Academy
Superiors: Mackenzie Simon, “Covid 
Vaccine”, The Legend, McIntosh High 
School; Staff, “Dear Covid”, The Crest, 
The King’s Academy

Yearbook Story
All-Georgia: Mackenzie Simon, 
“Framing Our Inspirations”, 
The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superiors: Gavin Lucas, “Just Dance”, 
The Crest, The King’s Academy
Emma Bellantoni, “One Step Forward 
Two Back”, The Legend, 
McIntosh High School

Special Interest Story
All-Georgia: Anna Evans, 
“Lessons Learned”, The Crest, 
The King’s Academy
Superiors: Annabel Le, “Profile on 
Samira Butts”, The Olympian, 
Marietta High School;
Mackenzie Simon, “Here Today Gone
Tomorrow”, The Legend, McIntosh 
High School

News Photography
All-Georgia: Jayli Waznik,  “Splash 
Lab”, The Crest, The King’s Academy
Superiors: Meg Robinson, “DeUna 
Ellis Speaks at Winter Graduation”, 
The Olympian, Marietta High School;
Grant White, “It’s Never Too Late To 
Change”, The Legend, 
McIntosh High School

Feature Photography 
All-Georgia: Yasmine Leonard, “Victoria 
Allen”, The Olympian, 
Marietta High School
Superiors: Zoe Singleton and Ethan 
Fossan, “CTAE Spread”, The Tiger, 
Dawson County High School Maya Yim, 
“Social Influence”,  The Crest,
The King’s Academy

Sports Photography
All-Georgia: Holden Looper, “Varsity 
Basketball”, The Crest, 
The King’s Academy
Superiors: Meg Robinson, “McKaela 
Walker”, The Olympian, 
Marietta High School;
Emma Bellantoni, “Slam Down”, 
The Legend, McIntosh High School

Portrait Photography
All-Georgia: Dolly Thomas, “If you Mask 
Me”,The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superiors: Rebekah Bushmire, 
“From Here It’s Possible”, The Legend, 
McIntosh High School;
London Whilby, “Swim in the Fast 
Lane”, The Legend, 
McIntosh High School

Photo Essay
All-Georgia: Tiffany Robertson, 
“Life is a Highway…Meet My Car”, 
The Crest, The King’s Academy
Superiors: Mabry Looper, “Battle of the 
Houses”,The Crest, The King’s Academy
Amani Tillman, “Anonymous Play”, 
The Olympian, Marietta High School

Information Graphic
All-Georgia: Charley Roness 
and Gavin Lucas, “The Race to 270”, 
The Crest, The King’s Academy
Superiors: Rylie Livingston and True 
Youngblood, “Fine Arts”, The Indian, 
Towns County High School;
Carmella Niedzwiecki, “Fast Facts about 
the Vaccines”,  The Legend, 
McIntosh High School

Photo Illustration
All-Georgia: Sydney Robinson, 
“Kamari Miller”, The Olympian, 
Marietta High School
Superior: Jessie Overstreet, 
“Spring Division”, The Bulldog, 
Forsyth Central High School

Spread Design
All-Georgia: Jessie Overstreet,
“Table of Contents”, The Bulldog,
 Forsyth Central High School
Superiors: Yasmine Leonard, “JV and 
Freshman Cheer: Scream and Shout”, 
The Olympian, Marietta High School;
Mai Lim, “Our Memorable Moments”, 
The Indian, Towns County High School;
Kinsey Kunkel, “Two Truths and a Lie”,
 The Crest, The King’s Academy

Cover Design
All-Georgia: Sydney Robinson, “Here and 
Now”, The Olympian, 
Marietta 
High School 
Superiors: Staff, “Saga”, Saga, 
Druid Hills High School;Cory Clowe-
Hinton,“Behind The Mask”, Phalanx, 
North Springs High School

Theme Development 
All-Georgia: Sydney Robinson, “Here and 
Now”, The Olympian, Marietta High School
Superiors: Staff, “Shine Your Light”, 
The Indian, Towns County High School;
Staff, “Imprint”, The Crest,  
The King’s Academy

Social Media Storytelling
All-Georgia: Amanda Ochieng, 
“In a Cowboy Hat”, iliad, Clarke Central 
High School
Superiors: Staff, “Info Meeting Story”, The 
Crest, The King’s Academy
Salai Diekumpuna, “What Do You Go By”, 
iliad, Clarke Central High School

Social Media Promotion 
All-Georgia: Amani Tillman, “Olympian 
Instagram”, The Olympian, 
Marietta High School
Superiors: Veronica Kogan, “Join Echo”, 
Echo, North Springs High School
Maya Yim, “Distribution News”, The Crest, 
The King’s Academy

Emerging Media
All-Georgia: Stella Roden, 
“What’s your sign (Virtual Art Show)”, Echo 
Literary Magazine, 
North Springs High School
Superior: “A Short Melody 
(Sheet Music)”, Sola Ishibashi, iliad, 
Clarke Central High School



2021-22 Spring Award Winners 
Podcast
All-Georgia: “This I Believe: Antonio 
Starks,” Antonio Starks, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School
Superiors: “Beyond the Curtain: The 
Future of the US Economy and who 
Assassinated it?,” Rohan Movva, The 
Golden Lion, East Homestead Academy; 
“News Flash: Homecoming Titans,” 
Grace Yang and Orelia Thottam, 
The Messenger, Northview High School

NEWSMAGAZINE, 
NEWSPAPER, NEWS WEBSITE

News Story
All-Georgia: “Local educators protest 
anti-critical race theory resolution,” 
Savannah Duncan-Barnett, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: “Right to pads” Ikeoluwa 
Ojo, Blue Prints, Cedar Shoals High 
School; “Sixteen Families Sue FCS Over 
Mask Mandate”Suhani Mahajan, 
The Messenger, Northview High School; 
“Devious Licks Tik Tok Challenge Hits 
NSHS ”Emily Papleaux, Mairen Brown, 
Roman Morris, Christopher Alvear 
Ochoa, The Oracle, 
North Springs High School

In-Depth News Story 
All-Georgia: “CCSD bus drivers cooper-
ate and sacrifice to transport students,” 
Jackie Wright, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School 
Superiors: “Behavioral screener raises 
concerns” Ava Smith, The Southerner, 
Midtown High School; “Neutral Neces-
sities,” Sofia Balsamo, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School; 
“Growing Gifted: CCSD Program 
Evolves to Become More Inclusive,” 
Melanie Frick, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School

Feature Story 
All-Georgia: “Alum makes artistic 
comeback to new library,” Lindsay Ruhl, 
The Southerner, Midtown High School
Superiors: “The Dead Rise in Athens,” 
Ava Maddox, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals 
High School; “Senior Heisler connects 
with half-siblings,” Stella Mackler, 
The Southerner, Midtown High School; 
“No Escape: Arezoo Wakili on Her Life 
in Afghanistan,” Jordyn Mobley, 
The Trail, McIntosh High School; 

“Senior Stroppel excels on big stage, 
small screen,” Alannah Edwards, 
The Southerner, Midtown High School

Feature Profile
All-Georgia:“Alum Forman portrays 
father in ‘Son of the South’,” Sayan 
Sonnad-Joshi, The Southerner,  Midtown 
High School
Superiors: “Hustling Heredia,” Kira Law, 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School; 
“Thomas Barbershop’s Tremendous 
Tale,” “Odhiambo’s Odyssey,” Isabella 
Morgan, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High 
School; “Freedom in Creation,” Natalie 
Schliekelman, ODYSSEY, 
Clarke Central High School 

Column Writing 
All-Georgia: “Letter from the Editor,” 
Audrey Enghauser, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School
Superiors: “Boiling Point,” Chloe Sears, 
ODYSSEY Media Group Clarke Central 
High School; “Letter from the Editor,” 
Naomi Hendershot, ODYSSEY Media 
Group , Clarke Central High School

Opposing Viewpoints Column
All-Georgia: “Should Buckhead become 
its own city?,”Katie Sigal and Aran Son-
nad-Joshi, The Southerner, 
Midtown High School 
Superiors: “Head to Head: Valentine’s 
Day,” Lilli Sams and Owen Donnelly, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School; “Cancel Culture: The Good, 
The Bad, and The Ugly,” Courtney Suber 
and Veronica Kogan, The Oracle, North 
Springs High School 

House Editorials
All-Georgia “Our Take,” Staff, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School 
Superiors:“More out-of-zone students 
should be allowed to attend Midtown,” 
Marcus Johnson, The Southerner, Mid-
town High School; “Staff Editorial: Texas 
Senate Bill 8” Staff, The Messenger, 
Northview High School

Commentary
All-Georgia: “The World is Crumbling: 
Why Even Apply?,” Violet Calkin, Blue-
Prints, Cedar Shoals High School 
Superiors: “The Ramirez Resolu-

BROADCAST
News Package
All-Georgia: “Football Production 
Team,” Abbey Duke, Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School
Superiors: “Counseling office opens 
new clothes closet,” Ruby Calkin and 
Aissatou Sarr, WJAG-TV,  Cedar Shoals 
High School; “GAC Theatre Presents 
“Anastasia,” Faye Li, Khariss Bender, 
Alex Marler, Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School

In-depth News Story
All-Georgia “Sonny Melton’s Story,” 
Kara Newstreet,  Live @ 1575, Greater 
Atlanta Christian School
Superiors: “USPS: The Ever Changing 
Dynamics,” Rohan Movva, The Golden 
Lion, East Homestead Academy; 
“Legacy of the Atlanta Braves,” Daisy 
Strine, Andrew Hathaway Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School

Feature Package
All-Georgia: “30x30: restoring green 
spaces to Athens,” Violet Calkin, 
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: “Long Beach Expressions,” 
Evan Dewey and ENN S9 Staff, Eagle 
News Network, Riverside Military 
Academy; “Think Before You Move,” 
Melanie Frick and Lilly McGreevy, 
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School

Production
All-Georgia: “Sports and Arts Segment 
Openers,” Alex Marler and Faye Li, 
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School
Superiors: “Commercial: Chess Club,” 
ENN S7 Staff,  Eagle News Network, 
Riverside Military Academy; “Black 
and White: Sunken Galleon Reveal,” 
Morgan Gosdin, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy 

Sports Package
All-Georgia: “Preparations underway 
for baseball season,” Alexander 
Holland, WJAG-TV, 
Cedar Shoals High School 
Superiors: “Girls’ Basketball Season 
Preview,” Timika Scarlett, 
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian 
School; “RMA Athletics S9 E1,” Savon 
Astrel and Armand La Douceur, Eagle 
News Network, Riverside Military 
Academy



tion,” Isaac Ramirez, ODYSSEY 
Media Group, Clarke Central High 
School;“My Dark Truth: Navigating a 
Color-Struck World,” Ikeoluwa Ojo, 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High 
School;“Forsyth County’s Book Ban-
ning: A Momentous Step in the Wrong 
Direction?,” Shruti Nemala, The Spec-
ulator, Chattahoochee High School

Crticial Review 
All-Georgia:“Easy on Me,” Isabella 
Westrich, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School 
Superiors: “How to ruin a series in 
one prequel or less,” Mary Davis, The 
Prowler, Starr’s Mill  High School“-
Look on the BRIGHTSIDE,” Wyatt 
Meyer, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School“Food 
Review: Gao Fresh Noodle,” Disha 
Kumar, The Messenger, 
Northview High School

Sports News Story 
All-Georgia: “Slow decline of football 
at Midtown” Cole Parker and Duncan 
Tanner, The Southerner, 
Midtown High School
Superiors: “Pre-Season Madness,” Lu-
cas Donnelly, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School; “Injuries 
hamper Lady Jags softball season,” 
Gabriel Holcomb, BluePrints, Cedar 
Shoals High School; “TKA hires new 
Assistant Athletic Director,” Matthew 
Iredale, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy 

Sports Game Coverage 
All-Georgia: “Blue Devils crush 
McEachern High in rival game,” Ella 
Chesney, The Pitchfork, Marietta High 
School
Superiors: “Jags clinch playoff spot 
in 27-20 win over Chestatee,”Gabriel 
Holcomb,  BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School, “Cedar 
Shoals drop third consecutive Classic 
City Championship 42-21” Jacob 
Weiszer, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School

Sports Feature Story 
All -Georgia: “Slamming the Stan-
dard,” Megan Wise, BluePrints, Cedar 
Shoals High School Superiors: From 
Whit to Wofford,” Jacob Weiszer
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School;
“School record holder Brown returns 

as assistant coach,” Archer Streelman, 
The Southerner, Midtown High School

Sports Column 
All-Georgia: “At long last, Dawgs on 
top,” Jacob Weiszer, BluePrints, Cedar 
Shoals High School 
Superiors: “Prioritizing New Players,” 
Isabella Baker-Johnson, ODYSSEY 
Media Group, Clarke Central High 
School;“Reclaiming Power,” Gretchen 
Hinger, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke 
Central High  School

Headline Writing 
All-Georgia“Can’t repeat the past? 
Why of course you can!” Joslyn Webb, 
The Prowler Starr’s Mill High School 
Superiors:“Cracking Under Cultural Ex-
pectations,” Suhani Mahajan The Mes-
senger, Northview High School; “Great! 
Now My Food has Covid,” Winfred 
Odhiambo, The Oracle, North Springs 
High School;“She Wears Short Skirts, 
He Wears T-shirts- Men’s vs women’s 
sports uniforms” Krysta Schwab, 
The Sting, Roswell High School

Caption Writing 
All-Georgia: Jenny Loveland and Elijah 
Pacis, The Chant, North Cobb High 
School
Superiors: Chloe Preston, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy; Erinn Gardner, 
The Chant, North Cobb High School

Editorial Cartoon 
All-Georgia: “The Poland-Belarus Bor-
der Match,”Zoe Marsh, The BirdFeed, 
South Forsyth High School
Superiors: ““#trending,” Zoe Marsh, 
The BirdFeed, South Forsyth High 
School;“Only MHS students would un-
derstand” Kate Williamson, 
The Pitchfork, Marietta High School

Sports Photograph 
All-Georgia:“Destiny has arrived,” 
Annika Pepper The Prowler, 
Starr’s Mill High School 
Superiors: “Off-Court Comrades,” 
Nakia Harmon, McIntosh Trail, McIn-
tosh High School;“On the mat,” Megan 
Wise,  BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High 
School; “Holding On”, Lucas Donnelly,  
ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central  High School

News Photograph
 All-Georgia: “Getting Vaccinated,” 
Melanie Frick, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School

Feature/Entertainment 
Photograph 
All-Georgia:“Black History,” 
Zaria Byers, The Pitchfork, 
Marietta  High School
Superiors: “At Home in the Theater,” 
Aza Khan, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School;“Arana’s 
art club arrives, astounding attend-
ees,”Jenny Loveland, The Chant, 
North Cobb High School;“Crossing 
Generations,” Rebekah Bushmire, 
McIntosh Trail, 
McIntosh High School

Photo Essay
All-Georgia: “Athens Day of Jubilee” 
Luna Reichert, Audrey Enghauser,
 Nico Willman and Jaydon Dennis, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Cen-
tral High School 
Superiors: “Tatted Up,” Ikeoluwa Ojo 
and Zaya Roberson, BluePrints, Cedar 
Shoals High School

Information Graphic 
All-Georgia: “Return to Remote 
Learning ,” Disha Kumar, The Messen-
ger, Northview High School 
Superiors: “Balancing the Scales for 
Women in the Workforce,” Saanvi 
Tatipalli, The BirdFeed, South For-
syth High School; “Calling the Shots,” 
Melissa Liu, Rachel Everett, Cameron 
Chappell The Messenger, Northview 
High School;“Representing the Roots” 
Ren Lloyd, The Chant, North Cobb 
High School 

Illustration 
All-Georgia: “Red Dot,” Disha Kumar, 
The Messenger, 
Northview High School 
Superiors: ”Fallen Arch,” Eva Lucero,  
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School; 
“Christianity elevates women as 
priceless image-bearers of God,” Sarah 
Evans, The Verve, The King’s Academy

Photo Illustration 
All-Georgia: “Cracking Under Cultural 
Expectations,” Melissa Liu and Jenni-
fer Xia, The Messenger, 
Northview High School
Superiors: “Peaks and Mounds: Geor-
gia’s Top Hiking Spots,” Peyton Stack, 
The Chant, North Cobb High School



Double-Truck Layout/Design 
All-Georgia: “Carrying the Communi-
ty,” Naomi Henderson, ODYSSEY Me-
dia Group, Clarke Central High School 
Superiors: “Social Media,”Lillian Salter, 
Pitchfork, Marietta High School; 
“The Secret Life of Pets at Northview,” 
Disha Kumar, The Messenger, 
Northview High School

Advertising Design 
All-Georgia “Promotional Posters” 
Eva Orbock, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School 
Superiors: “Maji,” Melissa Liu, The 
Messenger, Northview High School 

Social Media Storytelling 
All-Georgia: “Madison Beavers
 Student Spotlight,” Claire Shirley, 
The Verve, The King’s Academy

Social Media Breaking News 
All-Georgia: “COVID-19,” 
Melissa Liu, The Messenger, 
Northview High School 
Superiors: “Breaking News: Return to 
virtual learning,” Audrey Enghauser, 

ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School;“Sports Game Scores,” 
Staff,” The Messenger, 
Northview High School

Social Media Promotion 
All-Georgia: “Black History Month 
Promotion,” Zaria Byers, Pitchfork Mar-
ietta High School
Superiors: “The Oracle Wants You!,” 
Ansley Bokath, Abby Simon, Phoenix 
Riviera, Mairen Brown, The Oracle, 
North Springs High School;
“Seniors Coverage,” Melissa Liu, 
The Messenger, Northview High School

Emerging Media
All-Georgia: “Nik Bruckman: Future 
Gamer,” Maddie Shaw, The Southerner, 
Midtown High School 
Superiors: “Am I Indian enough? The 
toxicity of gatekeeping in the Indian 
community,” Naisha Roy and Sahithya 
Gutta, The BirdFeed, South Forsyth 
High School;“City rejoices over historic 
Braves World Series Win”, Ava Smith 
and Stella Mackler, The Southerner,  
Midtown High School.

       
          

 Spring 2022 General Excellence

Social Justice Reporting
All-Georgia: “Dress code movement 
pushes for reform,”  Caroline Hubbard, 
The Prowler, 
Starr’s Mill High School 
Superiors: “Georgia High School 
Students Suspended for Protesting Con-
federate Propaganda,” Laurel Davis, The 
Sting, Roswell High School; 
“Abolitionist teaching brings a new per-
spective to education” Lilly McGreevy, 
BluePrints; “Blinding America: Race 
and Gender Theory,” Ren Lloyd, 
The Chant , North Cobb High School

COVID-19 Reporting
All-Georgia: “Distrust causes low vacci-
nation rates,” Lilly McGreevy, 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: “Next Semester and 
COVID-19,” Ella Grace Dunn, 
The Forum, The Paideia School; 
“Calling The Shots,” Melissa Liu, 
Rachel Everett,Cameron Chappell, 
The Messenger, Northview High School; 
“Tracing Trials,” Jackie Wright, 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

BROADCAST
Superior: Vervecast!, The King’s Academy; Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian; Eagle News Network, Riverside Military 
Academy**

NEWSPAPER
Achievement: The Forum, The Paideia School; The Warrior Wire, North Atlanta High School
Excellent: The Liberty Bell, Mount Pisgah Christian School
Superior, The Verve, The King’s Academy*; Green and Gold, Wesleyan School; The Spotlight, Druid Hills High School; 
Midtown High School*’**, The Pitchfork*, Marietta High School

NEWSMAGAZINE
Superior: BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School; ODYSSEY Media Group**, Clarke Central High School; 
The Speculator, Chattahoochee High School 

NEWS WEBSITE 
Achievement: The Verve News, The King’s Academy; The Sting, Roswell High School; The Warrior Wire, North Atlanta High 
School
Excellent: The Oracle, North Springs High School; The Speculator: Vision, Chattahoochee High School; The BirdFeed, South 
Forsyth High School 
Superior: BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School; The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School; The Southerner, Midtown High 
School; McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School; The Messenger, Northview High School; ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School*’**; The Chant, North Cobb High School*

*General Excellence Recognition
** General Excellence & All-Georgia Recognition



ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

Adviser of the Year recognizes a journalism adviser who goes 
beyond the “call of duty” in supporting his or her staff. 

Winner: Shanon Woolf, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School

The Perseverance Award recognizes a staff or member that 
has overcome significant adversity to put out a quality product 
or who has overcome many obstacles to report on an important 
issue. 

Winner: Julia DePasquale, LGBTQ+ At Marietta, Pitchfork, 
Marietta High School

The Enterprising Award recognizes a student who achieves success in publishing significant, quality journalistic work 
outside of school in local, regional or national outlets. 

Winner: Violet Calkin, BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School

JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

Winner: Melissa Liu, The Messenger, Northview High 
School, co-editor-in-chief 

Liu was also named one of four runners-up in the 
Journalism Education Association’s national Journalist 
of the Year contest. Liu received a plaque and a $1,000 
monetary award, supported by the Carolyn McKenzie and 
Don E. Carter Chair for Excellence in Journalism at the 
University of Georgia Grady College of Journalism and 
Mass Communication.

Runner-Up: Audrey Enghauser, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School

FIRST AMENDMENT ESSAY CONTEST

Winner: Courtney Suber, Oracle, 
North Springs High School 

Second Place: Sarah Meiselman, Oracle, 
North Springs High School

Third Place: Riley Ramsey, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

JUNIOR JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

Winner: Melanie Frick, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

Runner-Up: Kaija Gilbertson-Hall, iliad literary-art magazine, Clarke Central High School




