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The First Amendment is possibly the most significant and fundamental right exercised by 

all Americans. It is a necessary right in order for a country to possess true freedom. There has 
been debate recently whether the First Amendment protects the so-called “hate speech”. Words 
are the most powerful and meaningful device and any censorship of language because it might 
offend someone threatens the individual liberties of every inhabitant of the United States. 

Although words can be especially hateful, the utilization of those words calls attention to 
social issues within the country. It opens our eyes to the racism, sexism, homophobia, etc. that 
still is very prevalent in our nation and shows to us that change is needed. If we ban these words, 
the issues will never be addressed. And what would the process be in choosing which words to 
get rid of? What would stop them from banning speech that expresses pesky doubt against the 
government? Even the prohibition of a single word in the dictionary will suppress the freedom of 
all. 

The use of despicable language although upsetting, allows others to express opinions 
without the use of violence. The problem can then be addressed without any bloodshed. In our 
youth, our parents offered us this phrase: “sticks and stones may break my bones but words will 
never hurt me.” This notorious remark teaches us that although hateful words exist, we have the 
ability to not grant them the power to affect us. Why is there a movement to ban words when 
they shouldn’t have any significance to us? 

If certain speech is made taboo, power is taken away from the people. Words are more 
powerful than any weapon which is why in times of dictatorship, words are the first thing to go. 
The First Amendment was the primary amendment to the constitution because the founding 
fathers were well aware that it was an imperative measure to prevent America from following 
their colonizer's footsteps and becoming a monarchy.  

Unless words are directly threatening physical harm on others, there should be no legal 
action taken. Words are the most basic human right. They are the only outlet to convey opinions, 
display our grievances, and maintain involvement in a democracy. If our words are taken away 
from us, we can never be truly free.  


