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Journalism I–II News Writing Assignment 
 
Reporter(s) ______________________________________________  Class Period _______ 

 
ASSIGNMENT TITLE____________________________________ Deadline  _____________ 
 
HEADLINE __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Assignment may be in pencil, pen (blue or black ink only), or typed, word-processed or computer generated. 
 

IS THIS LATE WORK WHICH IS BEING TURNED IN FOR PARTIAL CREDIT ONLY ?  CHECK HERE_______ 
 

Completed work will not be accepted past deadline without permission of the instructor. 
 

The instructor will establish deadlines and credit earned. 
 
        10   9   8   7   6  5_____ 
   Superior Excellent Good  Fair  Poor Unacceptable  
 
1. LEAD:  _____  _____  _____  _____  ____  _____  
 
Lead (Introduction) answers all or most of the 5Ws and 1H questions or is appropriate for this type of news article; opens with and emphasizes the 
appropriate key thought; and contains no more than two (2) sentences. 
 
2. BODY:   _____  _____  _____  _____  ____  _____ 
 
Body captures the reader's attention through the use of colorful, striking and meaningful words and phrases. In addition, the body paragraphs 
feature the appropriate main ideas; use effective transitions; and make use of quotations with proper attribution for all news sources.  
 
3. ORGANIZATION:      _____  _____  _____  _____  ____  _____ 
 
Writer has chosen a method of organization, appropriate to the topic of the news article, most generally inverted pyramid. The writer has managed to 
present the material in an orderly development of words, sentences and paragraphs to create a clear and unified composition following the most 
appropriate pattern of this type of news article. 
 
4. MECHANICS: _____  _____  _____  _____  ____  _____ 
 
Writer has used acceptable patterns on the following areas: 
1.) Spelling    2.) Punctuation   3.) Grammar/Style/Usage   4.) Consistent Voice/Tone   5.) Presentation/Appearance (DOUBLE SPACED) 
 
NOTE: It is appropriate that the assignment show evidence of editing from draft to final copy and/or on the final copy itself. 
 
5. CONTENT:  _____  _____  _____  _____  ____  _____ 
 
Included in the assignment are all reporters’ notes; 5Ws and 1H answers; practice leads; and first and/or second drafts. All work must be that of 
the signed author. Plagiarism, in any form, will result in a grade of "E" for the assignment. Only the instructor assigns co-writers. 
 
SUB-TOTALS:  _____  _____  _____  _____  ____  ____ 
 
TOTAL:   ________/50 POSSIBLE LETTER GRADE: __________ 
 
Grading Scale:   
 
E’s= 29 & below  D’s = 30-34        C’s = 35-39  B’s = 40-44  A's --- 45 - 50   
Unacceptable   Poor       Good   Better   Best 

 
Stories with scores below 35 may be REWRITTEN with permission of the instructor and submitted for a higher grade. The instructor will 
establish deadline credit earned. All work must be that of the signed author(s). Plagiarism, in any form, will result in a grade of "E" for the 
assignment. Only the instructor assigns co-writers. 

PLEASE SEE BACK SIDE FOR BASIC STORY GUIDELINES 
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BASIC STORY GUIDELINES 
 
1. BASIC NEWS STORY 

News stories should report but not interpret events that have news value and timeliness to the publication’s readers. Either advance or 

follow-up stories may be included in this category. 

2. NEWS ANALYSIS STORY 

Stories should be interpretive in nature, not straight news stories. The elements “why” and “how” should be examined through research, 

but the writer’s opinions should not be expressed. An analysis covers issues and problems that relate to specific events. 

 

3. EDITORIAL 

Editorials should represent the opinion of the staff, editors or editorial board on a timely news matter of concern to the school, 

community, state, nation or world. They may express appreciation, offer interpretation or attempt to deal with problems. Editorials	  are	  

not	  to	  be	  bylined,	  signed	  or	  initialed,	  or	  in	  any	  way	  identified	  as	  being	  the	  opinion	  of	  the	  writer(s).	  

4. BYLINED OPINION ARTICLE  (Column/Commentary/Review) 

Articles of personal opinion, which carry the byline of the writer(s) may comment on any subject of interest (including sports) and/or 

concern to the readers, or may express dissent from the majority opinion expressed in editorials. Review should present opinions, 

observations and evaluations of films, books, television, recordings, concerts, plays, restaurants and other things of interest to the 

paper’s readers. 

 

5. IN-DEPTH FEATURE STORY 

This is a single story. It may not contain a sidebar or info-graphic. The story must stand on its own. This is not a spread or a special 

section. Entries should concern subjects of a substantive and contemporary nature and go beyond the surface facts, give the reader 

detailed back-ground information with interpretation based upon the facts and background information and often (but not necessarily) 

an analysis as to its meaning. It is an elaboration of the WHY. Multiple sources are necessary. 

6. INFORMATIVE FEATURE STORY 
This is a single story, which should inform or instruct. Facts are obtained from research, interviews and observations. 

7. HUMAN INTEREST FEATURE STORY 

Human-interest features appeal to the emotions of the reader with inspiration, motivation, pathos or humor and often make effective use 

of quotes. Enter descriptive, personal experience or accomplishment, or humor in this category. 

8. PERSONALITY PROFILE FEATURE STORY 

The personality profile captures the life, interests, and accomplishments of well-known or interesting people, based on interviews of the 

individual and others close to the individual. The subject(s) should have experiences, thoughts and accomplishments worth reporting. 

Anecdotes add to the personality profile. The basic question to be answered is “Who is this person REALLY?” 

 

9. SPORTS FEATURE STORY 
Stories may include personality profile, informative, interpretive (why), and/or human-interest features specifically related to sports. (See 

categories 5-6-7-8) 

10. SPORTS NEWS STORY 
Sports news stories may include general sports news or sports events and are constructed in news style. The emphasis should be 

placed on an objective interpretation for the readers as to WHY and/or HOW the team won or lost. Writers may be partisan, but not 

biased,  
 

 


