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Sessions
ROUND 1— 9:15-10 A.M.
Super Bowl Stories: Interviewing the Players in America’s Biggest Game (Room T/U)
Presenters: Jala Norman and Trevor Terry
UGA Grady Sports Media students
 
Are you wanting to know what it’s like to cover the Super Bowl as a student journalist? We will share our experience and
explain the importance of crafting a unique and engaging story.
 
Social Media  (Room V/W)
Presenter: Elena Webber, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School
 
Want to know why social media is one of the most crucial aspects of journalism? This presentation will cover how to build
your name and brand through social media, how to engage your followers and how to effectively use social media to
promote your publication.
 
Is health care the beat for you? (Room Y/Z)
Presenter: Professor Sabriya Rice
Knight Chair in Health and Medical Journalism, UGA Grady College
 
Is Facebook use damaging your brain? Are there kids in your city like Ethan Lindenberger, an Ohio teen who disobeyed
his parents and got a measles vaccine? And is it really getting harder to hire school nurses? These are the type of stories
that health care reporters explore daily. Learn what it’s like to cover the health care beat—and how high school journalists
can make a difference in your city’s health.
 
Advisers' Roundtable (Room J)
Facilitator: Andrea Lyons, Adviser, Marietta High School
 
Advisers are invited to share about programs, events, classes and other resources that they have used and would
recommend to fellow advisers. 

ROUND 2— 10:10-10:55 A.M.

Staff to Leadership (Room T/U)
Presenter: Cassidy Hettesheimer, Accipiter, Mill Creek High School
 
Moving staff members from general staff to leadership positions can be both tricky and rewarding. This lesson
presents tips to make this transition smooth for the moving staffer, the current leadership, the adviser and the entire
staff.
 
Advice from a Judge (Room V/W)
Presenter: Courtney Alford-Pomeroy, UGA Office of Online Learning
 
Plan on entering your publication or site into a competition? Learn what a judge is looking for.
 
Getting Started in Journalism and Mass Communication Careers  (Room Y/Z)
Presenter: Samantha Meyer, Director of Experiential Programs, UGA Grady College
 
This session will cover steps on how to get started in a journalism and mass communication major and career. We’ll
review the process of exploring majors and careers in college and how to start gaining experience when you get to
campus. Great for graduating seniors and non-seniors who like to plan ahead!



ROUND 2 (CONT'D)— 10:10-10:55 A.M.

 

Convergence Coverage (Room J)
Presenters: Mackenzie Caudill and Elena Gilbertson Hall
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School
 
Want to turn a boring story into an engaging online package? We will walk you through numerous multimedia platforms
and how they can be used to enhance your news and coverage stories. Walk away with a greater knowledge of how to
create engaging, interactive and comprehensive online stories.

ROUND 3 — 11:05-11:50 A.M.

The Death of Copy Editing… Or Is it? Student Publications Must Strive to Get It Right 
(Room T/U)
Presenter: Dr. Amanda Bright, UGA Grady College Department of Journalism
 
Sure, the job of a copy editor has never been the sexiest in the newsroom, but it has always been the most vital to
assuring credibility for a news organization. With hubs and cutbacks as the growing norm for this role, what should
student publications do to understand and practice the tenets of great editing? This session will dispel misconceptions
about what editing really is and explore best practices for how to train content creators who must also be their own
editors. You will leave with ideas for copy flow models that work for your newspaper, yearbook, broadcast or digital
publication to make sure errors don’t get published, and that the work you produce is of the highest journalistic quality.
 
Pivot to Podcasts: How Storytelling Begins With the Ear  (Room V/W)
Presenter: Charlotte Norsworthy, UGA Grady College Cox Institute Innovation Fellow
 
In this session, you will hear about how podcasting is transforming the way we tell stories, as well as tips and tricks for
making a podcast of your own.
 
The First Amendment in High School…A Bit of a Dance (Room Y/Z)
Presenter: Dean Charles Davis, UGA Grady College
 
The First Amendment presents all sorts of challenges for high school media. Yet its protections are sort of murky when it
comes to students, so let’s discuss.
 
Transforming Communities with TEDxUGA (Room J)
Presenters: Rachael Dier and Brady Eastin
TEDxUGA, UGA Grady College
 
In this session, students will learn about the TEDx initiative's commitment to ideas worth spreading, watch a curated
selection of TED talks, and engage in meaningful discussion about how they can apply these ideas to benefit their
communities.
 

LUNCHEON & CEREMONY — 12-2 P.M.

Magnolia Ballroom
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STEPHANIE MORENO AND SYDNEY SHADRIX
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STEPHANIE MORENO AND SYDNEY SHADRIX
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STEPHANIE MORENO AND SYDNEY SHADRIX
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STEPHANIE MORENO AND SYDNEY SHADRIX

 
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

 
CLOSING REMARKS
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During his time at WIS, Dominic has tracked several major weather events that have affected the Palmetto State, including
Hurricane Irma in 2017 and Hurricanes Florence and Michael in 2018. He also guided viewers through the Total Solar
Eclipse in August 2017 as the moon’s shadow carved a path right through Columbia, SC. An on-air special produced about
the eclipse subsequently earned he and his colleagues an Emmy nomination. Dominic was also honored with the 2018
Television Weathercaster of the Year Award of Merit from the South Carolina Broadcasters Association.
 
Before joining WIS, Dominic spent five years as a meteorologist, reporter and anchor at WTKR-TV, the CBS affiliate in
Hampton Roads, VA. He was the station's first black meteorologist. While at WTKR, Dominic tracked several big weather
events to affect Virginia and Northeastern North Carolina, including Hurricane Sandy in 2012, Hurricane Matthew in 2016, a
deadly tornado outbreak in Virginia in February 2016 and a deadly tornado along the Virginia Eastern Shore in 2014.
 
Dominic began his career at WCTI-TV, the ABC affiliate in Eastern North Carolina. He was the first black meteorologist in
that station's history as well. Dominic spent more than four years as weekend meteorologist/weekday reporter, being on the
front line of many weather events, including Hurricane Irene in 2011 and one of the worst tornado outbreaks in the state's
history on April 16 that same year.
He is a member of the National Association of Black Journalists, the National Weather Association and the American
Meteorological Society (AMS). In fact, he is honored to hold the prestigious AMS Television Seal of Approval. Dominic is
also a proud member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
 
When Dominic is not working, he enjoys spending time with his family, friends and frat brothers, going to the movies,
working out, watching sports, and cheering on his Georgia and Mississippi State Bulldogs.

Emmy-nominated Chief Meteorologist Dominic Brown joined WIS-TV in
Columbia, South Carolina,  in June 2017, becoming the station’s first black
chief meteorologist.
 
If there's one thing that most people want to know about Dominic, it's about
his name. Don't let the spelling fool you. It's a family name. Dominic is
named after his dad. But the best way to remember his name is to think of
Dennis "The Menace." Really! You'll have it in no time.
 
Dominic is from the Peach State, born and reared in suburban Atlanta in a
town called Locust Grove. He received his Master of Science in
Geosciences/Broadcast Meteorology from Mississippi State University.
Before arriving at MSU, Dominic received his Bachelor's degree in
Journalism/Broadcast News from the Grady College of Journalism and
Mass Communication at the University of Georgia.

Keynote

Special Thanks to GSPA Sponsors:
GOLD: Balfour; Herff Jones; Jostens; Lifetouch;  Walsworth;

University of Georgia Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication
SILVER: Mercer University Center for Collaborative Journalism; SchoolPrinting.com

BRONZE: SIPA; SNO Sites



Presenters
Courtney Alford-Pomeroy’s background in journalism has laid a foundation for a career spanning newspapers,
marketing and digital development. Her work has been recognized in many areas, including national awards in interactive
media, issues management, integrated marketing and social media.
 
Dr. Amanda Bright teaches classes in multiplatform journalism and projects, as well as graphics. She also serves as the
managing editor for the Grady Newsource digital presence. Prior to joining  Grady College, Bright spent 15 years in print
and online journalism as a reporter, photographer, copy editor/designer, page one editor and news editor. She also spent
10 years teaching journalism and advising high school newspapers and yearbooks, as well as speaking and writing about
trends in journalism education. At Eastern Illinois University, Bright taught news writing and design, advised the Warbler
yearbook, and taught online courses for journalism advisers. Recently, she was media content coordinator for Indiana
State Online, website co-administrator and social media director for the Illinois Journalism Education Association, and
education editor for MediaShift.
 
Mackenzie Caudill is a junior at Clarke Central High School and serves as the sports editor for the ODYSSEY Media
Group. She has received multiple awards for her work and has presented at GSPA conference as well as the SIPA
convention.
 
Azariah Chester is a junior at Lake Oconee Academy where she is a producer with LOATV The Current. She also serves
on the GSPA Student Advisory Board.
 
Dr. Charles N. Davis is the dean of the Henry W. Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication at the
University of Georgia. Davis worked for ten years as a journalist after his graduation from North Georgia College, working
for newspapers, magazines and a news service in Georgia and Florida before leaving full-time journalism to complete a
masters degree from the University of Georgia and a doctorate in mass communication from the University of Florida. He
spent 14 years as a faculty member, including four as department chair at the Missouri School of Journalism. Davis also
spent five years at Mizzou as executive director of the National Freedom of Information Coalition.
 
Rachael Dier is the Director of Engagement for TEDxUGA and has been involved with the organization since 2017. As
the Director of Engagement, she manages our social media accounts and helps facilitate initiatives to connect our
organization with the Athens community - just like today's Georgia Scholastic Press Association workshop! This coming
May, she will graduate with a Bachelor of Arts in English and a New Media certificate.
 
Brady Eastin is Curator of TEDxUGA and has been involved with the organization since 2017. Brady is responsible for
managing all of the logistics and technical aspects of each production, designing supportive visuals for each talk, and
overseeing the Livestream and video production for the event. He is graduating from Grady College in May with his
Bachelor of Arts in Public Relations and Certificate in New Media.
 
Elena Gilbertson Hall is a junior at Clarke Central HS (Athens, Georgia) where she is the managing editor for the
ODYSSEY Media Group. Gilbertson Hall has been on the staff of the ODYSSEY for three years, previously serving as a
news writer. She has presented at the GSPA conference as well as the SIPA convention.
 
Cassidy Hettesheimer is a junior at Mill Creek High School in Gwinnett County and is the co-editor of Accipiter, the
school yearbook. She also serves as a member of the GSPA Student Advisory Board and has presented programs at the
NSPA conference in Dallas, TX. When she isn't editing spreads or doing calculus homework, Cassidy likes to play soccer,
watch sports and movies and read.
 
Andrea Lyons earned her B.A. in English from the University of West Georgia in 1999 and is currently working on her
M.Ed. in Secondary English at Kennesaw State University. She taught at Carrollton High from 2000-2009. She moved to
Marietta ten years ago and began teaching introduction to journalism and advising the school newspaper, Pitchfork, in
addition to teaching English at Marietta High. She received the Superintendent’s Award last year for her innovation in
including community service in all of her classes along with a successful year with the newspaper.
 
 



Isabelle Manders is a senior at Marietta High School and a member of the GSPA Student Advisory Board. She serves as
Co-Ediitor-in-Chief of the Pitchfork. 
 
Samantha Meyer began her time at the University of Georgia as an undergraduate student in Public Relations and
Women’s Studies. After graduating in May 2013, she attended graduate school in Grady College and then started working in
the UGA Career Center as the career consultant for Grady students, helping with all of their career questions. She now
works in Grady College as the Director of Experiential Programs, making sure that all Grady students are putting their skills
learned in Grady to use through a variety of hands-on experience.
 
Stephanie Moreno is director of the Georgia Scholastic Press Association. She also manages two UGA summer outreach
programs: the Media and Leadership Academy for high school students and the Management Seminar for College News
Editors. She has experience in community journalism, multimedia storytelling, public relations and social media content
production and management. She joined Grady College’s external relations team in 2014 as a public relations specialist.
Prior to UGA, Moreno was the local editor of AOL’s Oconee Patch in Watkinsville, Georgia. A Grady College alumna, She
began her career with Georgia-Carolina Radiocasting in Clayton, Georgia, as news director of WRBN FM and WGHC AM.
 
Jala Norman is a third-year transfer student at the University of Georgia. After completing high school, Norman went out
west to attend Arizona State University where she majored in Sports Journalism at the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism
and Mass Communications. She transferred to UGA in the F2018 to continue pursuing her journalism degree and enjoy life
as a Bulldog. An aspiring sideline reporter, she is also minoring in Spanish and earning her Sports Media certificate through
Grady College. She is currently a video production assistant and on-camera talent for IMG College at UGA, where she
assists in the production of video content for Georgia Athletics.
 
Charlotte Norsworthy is a University of Georgia senior journalism and political science major from Savannah. In the
summer of 2018, Norsworthy interned with National Public Radio in Washington D. C. covering business, international trade
and finance. During her senior year, she has been the host of the student-led podcast The Lead, where she interviews
media leaders about their careers and the state of the industry. Upon graduation, Norsworthy will be working on a digital
book project based on the podcast and will continue to serve as host of The Lead as she obtains her master’s degree at
UGA this fall.
 
Prof. Sabriya Rice has over 15 years of experience working as a health and medical journalist at some of the nation’s top
news organizations. She now directs a professional master’s degree program that prepares students to cover health and
medicine, and helps them to get hands-on experience creating digital content for Grady’s news services as well as for
professional media organizations.
 
Sydney Shadrix, graduate assistant for the Georgia Scholastic Press Association, is a second year graduate student at
Grady College pursuing her M.A. in Mass Communication with a journalism emphasis and media analytics certificate. She
holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from Belmont University in Nashville, TN, as well as a teaching certification in
language arts. Shadrix spent three years teaching middle school and high school music in Nashville before moving to
Athens. At UGA, she is involved in Grady Newsource, the Grady Mobile News Lab, Di Gamma Kappa and the Online News
Association/Society of Professional Journalists. Shadrix also serves as the teaching assistant for Grady’s Travel Journalism
Study Abroad program in Munich, Germany and as the Co-President of the Grady Graduate Caucus.
 
Trevor Terry is a second year student at UGA in the Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication. He is majoring
in journalism, minoring in design and media, and pursuing a sports media certificate. As a part of the Grady Sports program,
Terry has covered various sporting events, attended Super Bowl media days and worked as a part of ESPN’s Campus
Connection program. He also works for the Georgia Football creative media team filming and editing social media video
content.
 
Elena Webber is a sophomore at Clarke Central High School and is the Social Media Coordinator for the ODYSSEY Media
Group. Elena has attended a multitude of conferences such as the Southern Interscholastic Press Association, Georgia
Scholastic Press Association and more. Outside of ODYSSEY Elena enjoys reading, playing sports and spending time with
friends.
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