
The Interview 
 
They didn’t say anything, I don’t know what else to ask! 

 

All they told me was that they had a good time. 

 

The teacher won’t let me talk to them. 

 
 
1. Make an appointment – Introduce yourself to the person ahead of time. Let them know what 

you are thinking about doing and make sure that they are ready for the interview. Set a date 
and time. If you need to get them out of class, ask the teacher if it okay ahead of time. If you 
have a photographer coming, make sure they have what they need for the photo.  

 
2. Become a researcher – find out everything you can about the person/team before the 

interview. This saves a lot of time and energy and it means that your questions are at a deeper 
level and you will get better results. Ask questions with detail and with facts. Find out statistics, 
numbers, histories, etc. For example: Before you interview the QB, find out about the QBs from 
previous years. Find out their records, know the current record and the work of that player to 
that point in the season. Then, don’t talk about football, talk about something else!!!! 

 
3. Have questions ready - Don’t leave for an interview without good questions. Make sure that 

your questions are open ended. Close ended means that they can answer with “yes” “no” 
“orange” “sometimes” “on Tuesdays” 

 
4. Become an investigative reporter! – Be observant. What are they doing with their hands? What 

is on their hands? Rings, drawings, chewed fingernails. Plastic cross necklaces. Do research.  
Watch interviews with David Letterman, Oprah Winfrey, Anderson Cooper, or Larry King. 

  
5. When they give you a short answer, ask them to expound on that. “What do you mean it was 

the coolest thing ever?” “Why was the test hard?” “What was so cool about the dance?” “So 
the food sucks. Explain.” 

 
6. Make sure you write down their responses that are actually worth writing down. At the end of 

the interview ask them to clarify any good quotes and make sure that is what they said.  
 

7. Thank them for their time. You might even send them a Thank You note, especially if you 
interviewed an adult. 

 
8. Download. Don’t wait for three days to sit down and write your story. Even if you don’t have the 

time to write the story. Find a quiet place to reflect. Jot down all of your thoughts. Organize 
your notes, and write down some phrases that you might use in your story. 

 
9. Based on the information you have collected, determine if you need to follow through with 

another interview or interview someone else to get more details about their story. 
 

10. WRITE IT! 
 

 


