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"All-Georgia" Winners in the 2020-21  
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General Excellence Competitions



2020 GSPA Summer Individual Contest Winners
Categories (in order of appearance)

Literary Magazine:
Poem
Short Story
Artwork
Photograph
Cover Design 
Spread Design

Yearbook:
Yearbook Story
Special Interest Story
Sports Photography
Photo Illustration
Spread Design
Cover Design
Theme Development
Social Media Storytelling
Social Media Promotion
Emerging Media

2020-21 GSPA Spring Individual Contest Winners
Categories (in order of appearance)

Broadcast:
News Package
In-Depth News/Documentary
Feature Package
Production
Sports Package

Newspaper/Newsmagazine/News Website:
News Story
In-Depth News Story
Feature Story 
Feature Profile
Column Writing 
Opposing Viewpoints
House Editorials
Commentary
Critical Review
Sports News Story
Sports Game Coverage

Sports Feature Story
Sports Column
Headline Writing
Caption Writing
Editorial Cartoon
Sports Photograph
News Photograph
Feature/Entertainment Photograph
Photo Essay
Information Graphic
Illustration
Photo Illustration
Double-truck layout/design
Advertising Design
Social Media Storytelling
Social Media Breaking News
Social Media Promotion
Emerging Media
Social Justice Reporting
COVID-19 Reporting



Poem 
“Hesitation” 

Brooksley Knapp
The Globe, Milton High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The piece captures the internal struggle of a unique emotion -- waiting to speak and unsure
why. The descriptive imagery not only explains the poet’s thoughts, but also relays the
feeling of the moment. Each reading reveals a different aspect of the hesitation. Nice.”



Short Story 
“Agnere” 
Maya Cornish

 iliad, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This deceptively simple story hides its emotional depth in much the same way the main character 
has. Agnere (an anagram of “enrage”) shows how the main character carefully created a facade to hide 
her true feelings about a controlling partner, only to show her wander away from that facade at the 
end.  Well done.”



Artwork 
“Icon” 

Jerian Brown
iliad, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Among a group of intriguing portraits this year, Icon stood out. The subject’s gaze locks on your own 
giving a sense that they want to convey a message, but will not speak. The overall effect is intimate, yet 
distant, leaving the viewer wanting to look just a bit longer, to understand just a bit more.”



Photograph 

Josie Elliot
iliad, Clarke Central High School

“Jekyll” 

Judge’s Comments:

“Photographer shows a good eye for detail that captures a tiny story within the photo. Shadows give 
good depth to photos.”



Cover Design 
“FLOW” 

Trinity James and Beatrice Acheson
iliad, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Nice use of color. The bright sun evokes a sense of warmth, while the dark blue of the water feels 
cool. The sun also seems very direct, while the water meanders. The design is simple, but fits well with 
the theme of “Flow.”



Spread Design 
“Philosophy of Life” 

Nicole Moreno
The Globe, Milton High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The collage gives a sense of nostalgia (even if the viewer doesn’t know the original historic context 
of the photos), but the overall piece stretches from just a contained piece of art to envelope adjacent 
words. It stretches into the other content, making it an effective spread, but in a different way than 
most spreads interact with the other content. Well done.”



Yearbook Story 
“How We Really Spell It” 

Tiffany Osborn
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“This is such a simple, yet brilliant, story idea. Many students have the shared common
experience of having a name spelled in a unique way. This page does a fantastic job of
showing who a name represents and why our names are important. Bravo!”



Special Interest Story 
“Our New Virtual Reality” 

Staff
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:
“Adaptation to a changing world is one of the main narratives of 2020. This story did a good job of 
capturing the lifestyles changes presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. The infographic commands 
attention and then human stories keep the reader interested.”



Sports Photography 
“Football” 
Holden Looper

The Crest, The King’s Academy



Photo Illustration 
“Contagious Coaching” 

Connor King
The Indian, Towns County High School

Judge’s Comments:

“There are some very compelling photos on this page that show all different aspects of competition. 
I especially love the focused eyes of the player in the center of the page. The variety of camera angles 
used and colors captured make this pop.”



Spread Design 
“We Have Spirit” 

Corrina Luckenbach
The Indian, Towns County High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This is a lovely way of incorprating a variety of photos and including students’ faces. The trailing col-
or lines with the word “spirit” are a cool effect. Photos are king in these kinds of publications and this 
design accentuates the photos masterfully.”



Cover Design 
“Uncharted Territory” 

Staff
SAGA, Druid Hills High School



 Theme Development 
“Onward and Upward” 

Staff
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“This theme allows for vibrant and eye-catching colors. It offers many different ways to incorporate 
the lines, boxes, and overall theme throughout the book. It also blends well with photos to make 
seamless transitions.”



Social Media Storytelling 
“Yearbook Staff” 

Ella Crevar
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“This is a fun way to have a social media shoutout to the staff that creates the yearbook. It is great to have a uni-
form look to the photos and the text graphics on top. This is a smart mechanism that can be used to excite the 
student body about the yearbook.”



Social Media Promotion 
“Silent Disco” 

Holden Looper and Ella Crevar
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“The graphics on these promotions are expertly created. I especially enjoy the variety of themes offered in the 
bunch. It captures the vibe of 70’s disco and helps set the tone for what was surely a night to remember!”



Emerging Media 
“GSPA” 
Ella Crevar

The Crest, The King’s Academy



Broadcast News Package
“COVID-19 Protocols” 

Bennett Van Orden
The Verve, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“The story provided a meaningful service to the school audience. It allowed the intended viewers to 
understand what protocols were in place and how they should act to abide by them. It was a good 
decision to interview multiple people within the school.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7cqCQgwWdI&t=13s


In-Depth News/Documentary
“The History of the Black Church” 

Joy Deas
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School

Judge’s Comments:

“This is a delightful and vibrant story full of great audio and video. It connects the past to the present 
in a way that inspires the viewer. This is an excellent documentary style video.”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/edx9gj4sobbxevd/Black%20Church%202-26.mp4?dl=0


Feature Package
“Alumni Profile: Katie Jones” 

Andrew Brown
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School

Judge’s Comments:
“The best part of this feature is the camera work in the gallery. It makes the viewer feel as if they have 
stepped foot inside the room. The interview section was conducted well. Consider having multiple 
interview locations to avoid repetition.”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4rcwvscuyh4t9g6/Katie%20Jones%203-2.mp4?dl=0


Production
“Show Opener Fall 2020” 

Joseph Aboukhaled
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian

Judge’s Comments:

“The camera work and editing in this intro are incredibly impressive. The producer has mastered the 
use of lighting in different ways to highlight many different subjects. This kind of production would be 
used at a professional level.”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/izq11lj0y9pm2d3/Stock%20Opener%202020%209-8.mov?dl=0


Sports Package
“Swim Team Coverage” 

Bennett Van Orden
The Verve, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“While this story is about swimming, it really is a narrative about how a person’s passion was so 
strong that it lead them to teach others about it. The audio and video are both professionally present-
ed and the story is paced well.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QzEec8sNlw


Podcast
“Parents, students rally for face-to-

face option” 
Elena Hubert, Kamryn Harty and Ava Smith

The Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This podcast takes the listener to the scene of the rally and gives access to many different voices. It 
uses natural sound as well as commentary to advance the story. Well done!”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/79132/news/parents-students-rally-for-face-to-face-option/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/79132/news/parents-students-rally-for-face-to-face-option/


News Story 
“COVID-19 Affects College Process”

Sloane Wagreich
The Knightly News, Pace Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“This topic is most newsworthy and deeply relevant to your audience: readers of The Knightly News. 
It has timeliness, proximity, and magnitude. In deciding what news to include, always consider what 
your readers need and want to know.   Excellent interviewing and research, including a poll conducted 
by your staff.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_aHj_c_4xq-AVPSxrP7ebqoHiSEZWnfA/view?usp=sharing


In- Depth News Story 
“Calls to abolish Greek life grow louder 

on UGA campus” 
Violet Calkin

BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The field of in-depth news stories was quite impressive. To be honest, this honor could’ve went to 
any number of the superior winners. This piece was chosen based on it’s ability to really dig deep and 
expose a potential scandal at the collegiate level.”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/01/11/calls-to-abolish-greek-life-grow-louder-on-uga-campus/
http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/01/11/calls-to-abolish-greek-life-grow-louder-on-uga-campus/


Feature Story 
“Lighting the torch: The future of 

civil rights” 
Kelly Tran, Yei Bin Andrews, Ava Smith and 

Aran Sonnah-Joshi
The Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:
“Excellent, comprehensive coverage of an important & pervasive topic. Stellar organization with 
examining the subject from the past, present, future lens.”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/79282/news/lighting-the-torch-the-future-of-civil-rights/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/79282/news/lighting-the-torch-the-future-of-civil-rights/


Feature Profile
“Heather ‘Lucky’ Penney Fighter Pi-

lot” 

Marlee Rafter
The Warrior News, J.C. Booth Middle School

Judge’s Comments:

“Through exhaustive reporting and multiple interviews, the author produced an in-depth piece that 
examines the history of the main subject and shows the passion that drives her. It’s more than just a 
profile, but a call for cultural communication.”

https://boothwarriortimes.com/916/news/heather-lucky-penney-fighter-pilot/#
https://boothwarriortimes.com/916/news/heather-lucky-penney-fighter-pilot/#


Column Writing
“Musicology Corner” 

Veronica Kogan
The Oracle, North Springs High School

Judge’s Comments:

“What do the winner and runners-up all have in common in this category?  You all have engaging, 
entertaining writers’ voices. A good columnist takes readers on a journey each time, and that is what is 
happening here.  Well-done and congratulations, North Springs High School!”

https://nsoracle.wordpress.com/2020/09/30/pop-goes-the-weasel-classical-music-where-you-least-expect-it/


Opposing Viewpoints 
“Head to Head (return to in-person 

instruction)” 
Nicolas Willman and Essie Mitchell

ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Such a timely and important topic for all students, teachers, and families.  Well-written, articulating 
what many are feeling!”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15LUtH_z0nldf6KUwH79YlFOYqv_BVob3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15LUtH_z0nldf6KUwH79YlFOYqv_BVob3/view?usp=sharing


House Editorials
Staff/Suhani Mahajan

The Messenger
Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Covid has certainly impacted our lives in ways we never could have imagined.  Excellent job provid-
ing words of comfort and inspiration to your readers.  Great writer’s voice!”

https://www.nhsmessenger.org/opinions/all/waiting-for-a-post-pandemic-world
https://issuu.com/ggpsteve/docs/odyssey_magazine_jan19


Commentary
“Highlighting the negative impact of Instagram on high-school students” 

Shreya Mishra
The Bird Feed, South Forsyth High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This was an intense competition. There were so many strong columns it was hard to 
choose just one...Strong voice, solid depth in reporting and brings everything together.”

https://thebirdfeed.org/13660/opinions/highlighting-the-negative-impact-of-instagram-on-high-school-students/


Critical Review 
“Winter Showcase Captivates Audience” 

Darren Rosing
The Knightly News, Pace Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“While so many entries in this categories focus on entertainment outside school (and are also very 
well-written), it is refreshing to read a review by a student of school-produced entertainment. Great 
writer’s voice! On a side note, this also seems like a very fun event to attend.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Civ6AnOnXn7we_A40CtI__TRF7vJGSp/view?usp=sharing


Sports News Story 
“Realigning regions” 

Gretchen Hinger
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

“There were some immensely beautifully written sports news stories in this competition This piece 
had all the elements necessary to pull together a story simply about high school realignment. What 
made it so special and standout was the immense depth.”

http://www.odysseynewsmagazine.com/2020/05/23/realigning-regions/


Sports Game Coverage 
“Bend, don’t break” 

Daniel Stackhouse
The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Writing a solid sports game story is an art form. To write it, you must have strong technical compre-
hension of the sport and the ability to capture the moments in a way that engages the reader through 
creatively and vividly. This story did just that.”

https://www.theprowlernews.org/sports/2020/09/22/bend-dont-break/


Sports Feature Story
“Grady Stadium renamed in remembrance of Eddie S. Henderson” 

Ava Smith 
The Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This article and the renaming of the stadium are a fantastic and well-deserved tribute to former coach Eddie 
Henderson. Excellent research and interviewing of multiple sources. This article is  full of interesting informa-
tion for current Grady HS students as well as the citizens of the Atlanta metro area. That’s how you write a sports 
feature!”

https://thesoutherneronline.com/80591/sports/grady-stadium-renamed-in-remembrance-of-eddie-s-henderson/


Sports Column
“Gameday Takeaways - Region 

Play” 
Daniel Stackhouse

The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This series serves the audience with a very specific beat and a narrow focus. It is a fair look about this 
team’s playoff run and the players most pivotal in the result. This is a valuable asset for fans of this 
team.”

https://www.theprowlernews.org/sports/gameday-takeaways/2020/10/14/gameday-takeaways-6/
https://www.theprowlernews.org/sports/gameday-takeaways/2020/10/14/gameday-takeaways-6/


Headline Writing
Braeden Larson

The Verve, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“Strong, active verbs used to illustrate to the reader the content of the article to come. Compelling 
language draws reader in.”



Caption Writing 
Daniel Stackhouse

The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Excellent use of active, story-telling verbs to convey details about the season beyond just the photo to 
the reader while also explaining the action of the photo.”



Editorial Cartoon
“COVID” 

Piper Rausch
The Pitchfork, Marietta High School

Judge’s Comments:

“An excellent depiction of where we are as a country in regards to Covid vaccinations.  Skillfully creat-
ed!”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dDYjzxi4T1MLp0VzAG4J1pImU8pqboC_/view?usp=sharing


Sports Photograph
“Spikeball Player” 

Samuel Rice
The Verve, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“The first-place winner was able to move close, fill the frame and then work on timing. Great body 
language and a clean composition let this image rise to the top quickly. The value of moving in is clear 
here – the photojournalist was not hesitant in their positioning.”



News Photograph
“School House System” 

Ella Crevar
The Verve, The King’s Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“The winning image had a great moment and was really well controlled – by moving in close and 
filling the frame, the viewer instantly engages with these two folks and felt like they were there and 
experiencing the moment.”



Feature/Entertainment Photograph
“The Closet of a Raven” 

Izzy Pullias
McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The winning image stood out due to its dramatic lighting, a clean composition that felt like it was in 
motion and a very nice, albeit subtle, moment. A very well executed theater image.”



Photo Essay
“Back to back to back to back to back” 

Annika Pepper
The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

“A strong photo essay takes someone on a journey, strings together a visual narrative that helps a 
viewer understand an issue or individual. The...strongest here did that.”

https://www.theprowlernews.org/sports/2020/11/17/back-to-back-to-back-to-back-to-back/


Information Graphic
“Immunize Wise” 

Maddie Poch
The C&G, Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School

Judge’s Comments:

“Excellent job delivery the information graphically using an entire spread. You highlight the various 
points well - with consistency but variety on the spread, and make a less approachable topic visually 
interesting to young readers.”

https://issuu.com/thecrimsonandgold/docs/winter20202


Illustration
“Mariah on the move”

Mia La and Ava Maddox
BluePrints Newsmagazine, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This past year has been tough for different reasons, including the pandemic and the intensity in the 
fight for racial equality. This illustration captures not only the feeling of the article, but also the feeling 
of many Americans. Nicely done!”



Photo Illustration
“Cracking Under Cultural 

Expectations” 

Melissa Liu
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Pulling off a strong photo illustration is all about planning. The photojournalist needs to have a vi-
sion in their head before they bring the camera to the eye, and the first-place awardee had an excellent 
and well-planned vision. It took a methodical approach to be able to light and align multiple portraits 
and then layer them together in post-production.”

http://Cracking Under Cultural  Expectations
http://Cracking Under Cultural  Expectations


Double-Truck Layout/Design
“The 2020 Election” 

Kathryn Hood
The Knightly News, Pace Academy

Judge’s Comments:

“Stellar design. Numerous points of entry for reader. Utilized design elements as a reader service to 
guide through the information. Nice job including student voices and opinions to complement the 
delivery. Visual /verbal ties take this layout to next level.”



Advertising Design
“Beard Papas” 

Grace Peng
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Nice, clean design with clear, highlighted center of interest to draw the reader in (circle full color 
photo). Nice use of logo in same shape to give balance to the ad.”



Social Media Storytelling
“FEM March” 

Jennifer Xia
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“The combination of photos and caption give the audience a sense of time and space. The photogra-
phy is sharp and has great color. The caption is appropriate length for social media news.”

https://www.instagram.com/p/CGdcL9PhMFq/


Social Media Breaking News
“Name Change Coverage” 

Lindsay Ruhl
The Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Coverage of news on social media must be a good collaboration of information via text and visual 
stiumuli with photos/graphics. This series of Instagram Stories strikes that balance in a great way that 
would introduce the audience to the topic.”



Social Media Promotion
“Application animation” 

Melissa Liu
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

“Animation is such a smart tool if used properly on Instagram. This is a clean and professional post 
that would attract eyeballs and likely help achieve the desired goal.”

https://www.instagram.com/p/CJWhBQ_Bqqm/


Emerging Media
“The miscommunication between 

generations” 
Jemiah Clemons

The Chant, North Cobb High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This story has every element of digital storytelling a reader could want. It uses photography, quotes, 
infographics, video, and text to tell a complete story and appeal to learners of all kind.”

https://nchschant.com/18848/investigative/the-miscommunication-between-generations/
https://nchschant.com/18848/investigative/the-miscommunication-between-generations/


“The evolution of opinions surround-
ing the death penalty” 

Jemiah Clemons
The Chant, North Cobb High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This interactive story gives the reader so many extra elements from which to learn information. The 
topic is well researched and the author provided facts and expert opinion without the interjection of 
personal stances. Great job with the multimedia and reporting.”

Social Justice Reporting

https://nchschant.com/17693/investigative/the-evolution-of-opinions-surrounding-the-death-penalty/
https://nchschant.com/17693/investigative/the-evolution-of-opinions-surrounding-the-death-penalty/


COVID-19 Reporting
“Cedar Shoals alumni participate in 

Moderna vaccine trial” 
Jackie Wright

BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School

Judge’s Comments:

“This story localizes and puts a relatable face on a story about the pandemic. It is such a smart way to 
tell the story in a different way than the thousands of content pieces simply rehashing what we’re all 
living. My first thought after reading was: ‘Wow!’”

http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/01/26/cedar-shoals-alumni-participate-in-the-moderna-vaccine-trial/
http://cedarblueprints.com/2021/01/26/cedar-shoals-alumni-participate-in-the-moderna-vaccine-trial/


2020 GSPA Summer 
Award Winners 
LITERARY MAGAZINE

Poem
All-Georgia: Brooksley Knapp, Milton 
High School, “Hesitation,” The Globe
Superior: Nina Schwelm, North Springs 
High School, “Oh Neighbor: A Poem from 
Quarantine,” The Oracle

Short Story
All-Georgia: Maya Cornish, Clarke Central 
High School, “Agnere,” iliad
Superior: Raviv Walker, North Springs 
High School, “What Remains,” The Oracle

Artwork
All-Georgia: Jerian Brown, Clarke Central 
High School, “Icon,” iliad
Superior: Abby Burnett, Milton High 
School, “Fantasy in D Minor,” The Globe

Photograph
All-Georgia: Josie Elliot, Clarke Central 
High School, “Jekyll,” iliad

Cover Design
All-Georgia: Trinity James and Beatrice 
Acheson, Clarke Central High School, 
“FLOW,” iliad

Spread Design
All-Georgia: Nicole Moreno, Milton High 
School, “philosophy of life,” The Globe

YEARBOOK

Yearbook Story
All-Georgia: Tiffany Osborn, The King’s 
Academy, “How We Really Spell It,” 
The Crest
Superior: Paige Hunter, The King’s 
Academy, “Humans of TKA,” The Crest

Special Interest Story
All-Georgia: Staff, The King’s Academy, 
“Our New Virtual Reality,” The Crest
Superior: Isabella Hughes, Druid Hills 
High School, “Pilot Year,” SAGA; Leila 
Montgomery, Druid Hills High School, 
“Adapting to Batting,” SAGA

Sports Photography
All-Georgia: Holden Looper, The King’s 
Academy, “Football,” The Crest

Photo Illustration
All-Georgia: Connor King, Towns County 
High School, “Contagious Coaching,” The 
Indian
Superior: Corrina Luckenbach, Towns 
County High School, “Run Like a Girl,” The 
Indian

Spread Design
All-Georgia: Corrina Luckenbach, Towns 
County High School, “We Have Spirit,” The 
Indian
Superior: Tiffany Robertson, The King’s 
Academy, “Collection Addiction,” The 
Crest; Howard Wood, Druid Hills High 
School, “Cartwheel Through the Cosmos,” 
SAGA

Cover Design
All-Georgia: Staff, Druid Hills High 
School, “Uncharted Territory,” SAGA

Theme Development
All-Georgia: Staff, The King’s Academy, 
“Onward and Upward,” The Crest
Superior: Staff, Druid Hills High School, 
“Uncharted Territory,” SAGA; Staff, 
Towns County High School, “Vision 2020,” 
The Indian

Social Media Storytelling
All-Georgia: Ella Crevar, The King’s 
Academy, “Staff,” The Crest
Superior: Clementine Acheson, Clarke 
Central High School, “Q&A,” iliad

Social Media Promotion
All-Georgia: Holden Looper and Ella 
Crevar, The King’s Academy, “Silent 
Disco,” The Crest
Superiors: Kaija Gilbertson, Clarke Central 
High School, “FAQs,” iliad; Clementine 
Acheson, Clarke Central High School, 
“Watercolor Painting Session,” iliad

Emerging Media
All-Georgia: Ella Crevar, The King’s 
Academy, “GSPA,” The Crest



2020-21 GSPA Spring
Award Winners 
BROADCAST
News Package
All-Georgia: “COVID-19 Protocols,” 
Bennett Van Orden, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy
Superior: “Hamish the Service Dog,” 
Kharis Bender and Joseph Aboukhaled, 
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian 
School; “Passion Package,” Braeden 
Larson, The Verve, The King’s Academy

In-depth News Story
All-Georgia: “History of the Black Church,” 
Joy Deas, Live@1575, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School
Superior: “Mask Review,” Ella Wiseman, 
Live @ 1575,  Greater Atlanta Christian 
School; “Black Firsts Part 1,” Marshae 
Dorsey, Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School

Feature Story
All-Georgia: “Alumni Profile: Katie Jones,” 
Andrew Brown, Live @ 1575,
Greater Atlanta Christian School
Superior: “Army Package,” Jacqueline 
Ward, The Verve, The King’s Academy; 
“Upper Room,” Braeden Larson, The 
Verve, The King’s Academy

Production
All-Georgia: “Show Opener Fall 2020,” 
Joseph Aboukhaled, Live@1575, Greater 
Atlanta Christian School
Superior: “Basketball Hype 2020” Andrew 
Brown, Live@1575, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School

Sports Package
All-Georgia: “Swim Team Coverage,” 
Bennett Van Orden, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy
Superior: “GHSA Response to COVID-19,” 
Marshae Dorsey and Jimmy Hidalgo, Live 
@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School; 
“Field Report: Hunter Yelton,” Krista 
Shumaker, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

Podcast
All-Georgia: “Parents, students rally 
for face-to-face option,” Elena Hubert, 
Kamryn Harty and Ava Smith, The 
Southerner, Grady High School
Superior: “Aviation pathway finds its 
wings,” Mary Jane Gagliano, The Prowler, 
Starr’s Mill High School; “This I Believe: 
Criminal Justice and Me,” Micah Shannon, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School

NEWSMAGAZINE, 
NEWSPAPER, NEWS WEBSITE
News Story
All-Georgia: “COVID-19 Affects College Pro-
cess,” Sloane Wagreich, The Knightly News, 
Pace Academy
Superior: “Black History Club spotlights 
cultural excellence,” Grace Peng, The Mes-
senger, Northview High School; “Pace Hosts 
First Ever TEDx Conference,” Megan Hard-
esty, The Knightly News, Pace Academy; 
“Shop with a Warrior forsters holiday spirit 
within NC’s community,” Amber Roldan, 
The Chant,  North Cobb High School; “Sen-
ate race continues itno runoff,” Nina Clark, 
Pitchfork, Marietta High School

In-Depth News Story
All-Georgia: “Calls to abolish Greek life grow 
louder on UGA campus,” Violet Calkin, Blue-
Prints, Cedar Shoals High School
Superior: “Redress for Linnentown,” 
Audrey Enghauser, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School; “Recommend-
ed new school name spurs backlash, ” Ava 
Smith, The Southerner, Henry W. Grady 
High School; “The Digital Divide, ” Owen 
Donnelly, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke 
Central High School

Feature Story 
All-Georgia: “Lighting the torch: The future 
of civil rights,” Kelly Tran, Yei Bin Andrews, 
Ava Smith and Aran Sonnah-Joshi, The 
Southerner, Grady High School
Superior: “Behind the Election” Megan 
Serfontein, Grace Peng, The Messenger, 
Northview High School; “Local Black-owned 
businesses adjust to pandemic” Ellie Winer, 
Nexus Magazine, Grady High School; “The 
Plate Sale,” Emma Scott, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School; “Re-
storing the Creek,” Melissa Liu and Bedansh 
Pandey, The Messenger,  Northview High 
School

Feature Profile
All-Georgia: “Heather ‘Lucky’ Penney Fight-
er Pilot,” Marlee Rafter, Warrior News, J.C. 
Booth Middle School
Superior:“First African-American valedic-
torian Williams aspires to inspire” Elena 
Hubert, The Southerner, Grady High School; 
“Thomas Barbershop’s Tremendous Tale,” 
Alex Newberg, The C&G, Holy Innocents’ 
Episcopal; “Spotlight on Faculty Passion 
Project: Let America be America Again,” 
Darren Rosing, The Knightly News, Pace 
Academy

LITERARY MAGAZINE 
Small/Medium Schools
Superior: Inkslinger, Darlington School*; 
iliad, Clarke Central High School**; Rapier, 
Marist School

Large School
Excellent: VOX Literary Magazine, Roswell 
High School
Superior: The Globe, Milton High School*

YEARBOOK
Middle School
Superior: The Warrior, JC Booth Middle 
School*

Small School
Superior: Jabberwokk, Darlington School; 
Talon, Athens Christian School; Tiger 2020, 
Dawson County High School**
Excellent: The King’s Academy, The Crest; 
Legend, Tallulah Falls School; The Indian, 
Towns County High School

Medium School
Superior: Kaleidoscope, East Paulding 
High School*; Argus, Lumpkin County 
High School; Chieftain, White County 
High School; The Legend, McIntosh High 
School; Orator, Grady High School; The 
Lynx, Westminster Schools; Golden Memo-
ries; Fayette County High School
Excellent: High Tide, Glynn Academy; 
SAGA, Druid Hills High School; The Gui-
don, Marist School

Large School
Superior: Saga, Woodstock High School; 
Zephyr, West Forsyth High School; Bull-
dog, Forsyth Central High School**
Excellent: Cutlass, Habersham Central 
High School

*General Excellence Recognition
** General Excellence & All-Georgia Recognition

Summer 2020
General Excellence 
Rankings



Column Writing 
All-Georgia: “Musicology Corner,” Veronica 
Kogan, The Oracle, North Springs High School
Superior: “Cummiskey’s Corner,” Nelson Cum-
miskey, The Oracle, North Springs High School; 
“It’s OK to Not Be OK,” Saaniah Hardy, 
The Oracle, North Springs High School

Opposing Viewpoints Column
All-Georgia: “Head to Head (return to in-person 
instruction),” Nicolas Willman and Essie Mitch-
ell, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High 
School
Superior: “Traveling for the Holidays,” Fran-
cesca Abaraca and Julia Fortt, The Speculator, 
Chattahoochee High School; “Should sports 
resume,” Jenny Loveland and Peyton Stack, The 
Chant, North Cobb High School

House Editorials
All-Georgia: House Editorial, Pinnacle, 
Mountain View High School
Superior: Staff, “Dear Holiday Season,” Pitch-
fork, Marietta High School; “Divided country 
challenges founding American ideals,” The 
Verve, The King’s Academy

Commentary
All-Georgia: “Highlighting the negative impact 
of Instagram on high school students,” Shreya 
Mishra, The Bird Feed, South Forsyth High 
School
Superior: “What about fairness?” Zak Kerr, 
C&G, Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School; “We 
need to protect Planned Parenthood,” Ra-
chel Laposka, The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High 
School;“Cancelling SAT Subject Tests: A Bless-
ing or Curse for Students?” Shruti Nemala, The 
Speculator, Chattahoochee High School; “Home 
of the hip-hop,” Natalie Ripps, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School

Illustration
All-Georgia: “Mariah on the move,” Mia La and 
Ava Maddox, BluePrints Newsmagazine, Cedar 
Shoals High School
Superior: “Why Students are Suffering From 
More Stress,” Maynor Chinchilla, The Sting, 
Roswell High School; “Gifted Kid,” Kathryn 
Hood, The Knightly News, Pace Academy

Photo Illustration
All-Georgia: “Cracking Under Cultural Expecta-
tions,” Melissa Liu, The Messenger, Northview 
High School
Superior: “Onside Look on Athletes’ Opinions 
on Protocols at Practice,” Luke Hicks, The Sting, 
Roswell High School

Double-truck Layout/Design
All-Georgia: “The 2020 Election,” Kathryn 
Hood, The Knightly News, Pace Academy
Superior:“Dean’s direction,” Natalie Schliekel-
man, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School; “The Digital Divide,” Naomi 
Hendershot and Lillian Sams, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School

Critical Review
All-Georgia: “Winter Showcase Captivates Audi-
ence,” Darren Rosing, The Knightly News, Pace 
Academy
Superior: “Justice League: An Injustice to Com-
ics,” Isaac Linnen, The Oracle, North Springs 
High School; “Weird or worth it? Wandavision 
review,” Dominik Perez,  The Chant, North Cobb 
High School; “Klaus: A New Christmas Classic,” 
Shruti Nemala, The Speculator, Chattahoochee 
High School

Sports News Story
All-Georgia: “Realigning regions,” Gretchen 
Hinger, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School
Superior: “Dancing and distancing: SFHS Dance 
Co. Winter Showcase 2020,” Shree Delwadia 
and Maggie Craig, The Bird Feed, South Forsyth 
High School; “Alumna Griffith finishes top 100 
at U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Marathon,” Kait-
lin Palaian and Elias Podber, The Southerner 
Online, Grady High School;
“Stopping the Spread in Sports,” Carolina 
Turner, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School

Sports Game Coverage
All-Georgia: “Bend, don’t break,” Daniel Stack-
house, The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School
Superior: “U.S. Olympic Team Trials - Mara-
thon concludes with unlikely qualifiers,” Kaitlin 
Palaian and Elias Podber, The Southerner On-
line, Grady High School; “It’s a new day,” Abby 
Carter, The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Sports Feature Story
All-Georgia: “Grady Stadium renamed in re-
membrance of Eddie S. Smith,” Ava Smith, The 
Southerner, Grady High School
Superior: “Dick Buerkle...passes,” William Ran-
dall, The Southerner, Grady High School; “The 
Brothers Townsend,” Daniel Stackhouse, The 
Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School; “A helping 
hand, ” Salai Diekumpuna, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School

Sports Column
All-Georgia: “Gameday Takeaways - Region 
Play,” Daniel Stackhouse, The Prowler, Starr’s 
Mill High School
Superior: “Hooch Athletes Commit to the Next 
Level,” Francesca Abarca, The Speculator, Chat-
tahoochee High School; “Nike pushes sports 
technology to its brink,” Bram Mansbach, 
The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School

Headline Writing
All-Georgia: Braeden Larson, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy
Superior: Eliza Ingle and Owen Donnelly, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High 
School; Morgan Godsin, The Verve, The King’s 
Academy

Caption Writing
All-Georgia: “Sports features captions,” 
Daniel Stackhouse, The Prowler, Starr’s Mill 
High School
Superior: “Black History month photo cap-
tions,” Chloe Sears, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School; Jenny Loveland, 
The Chant, North Cobb High School

Editorial Cartoon
All-Georgia: “Covid,” Piper Rausch, Pitchfork, 
Marietta High School
Superior: “Year 2080” Kate Williamson, Pitch-
fork, Marietta High School; “Trump administra-
tion seeks to rewrite history with 1776 Commis-
sion,” Anna Rachwalski, The Southerner, Grady 
High School

Sports Photograph
All-Georgia: “Spikeball Player,” Samuel Rice,
The Verve, The King’s Academy
Superior: “Present the Trophy,” Annika Pepper, 
The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School; “The 
Game is My Practice,” Jordyn Mobley, McIntosh 
Trail, McIntosh High School

News Photograph
All-Georgia: “School House System,” Ella Cre-
var, The Verve, The King’s Academy
Superior: “Empty Chair,” Christ Tun, McIntosh 
Trail, McIntosh High School; “Power in Silence,” 
Jennifer Xia, The Messenger, Northview High 
School; “Warnock Rallies Athens,” Krista Shu-
maker, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School

Feature/Entertainment 
Photograph
All-Georgia: “The Closet of a Raven,” Izzy Pull-
ias, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School
Superior: “Charging Forward,” Jennifer Xia, 
The Messenger, Northview High School; “One 
act cast: two time regional champions,” Alexan-
dra Audrain, Pitchfork, Marietta High School

Photo Essay
All-Georgia: “Back to back to back to back to 
back,” Annika Pepper, The Prowler, Starr’s Mill 
High School
Superior: “A Barren City,” Grace Peng, The 
Messenger, Northview High School; “The 
Reality of COVID-19,” Savannah Hernandez, 
Pitchfork, Marietta High School

Information Graphic
All-Georgia: “Immunize Wise,” Maddie Poch, 
The C&G, Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School
Superior: “Northview Lunch: The Breakdown,” 
Melissa Liu, The Messenger, Northview High 
School; “GA Runoffs,” Grace Peng, The Mes-
senger, Northview High School; “Vaccine trial 
infographic,” Jackie Wright,  BluePrints 
Newsmagazine, Cedar Shoals High School



Advertising Design
All-Georgia: “Beard Papas,” Grace Peng, The 
Messenger, Northview High School
Superior: “Alpha Rug Expo,” Rosemary 
Chesney, The Verve, The King’s Academy; 
“Holiday Cards,” Ella Chesney, Pitchfork, 
Marietta High School 

Social Media Storytelling
All -Georgia: “FEM March,” Jennifer Xia, The 
Messenger, Northview High School
Superior: “Noah Schoper Student Spotlight,” 
Claire Shirley, The Verve, The King’s Academy; 
“Quaranthings,” Meghana Ramineni, The Mes-
senger, Northview High School

Social Media Breaking News
All-Georgia: “Name Change Coverage,” Lindsay 
Ruhl, The Southerner, Grady High School
Superior: “Vaccine pool update,” Jennifer Xia, 
The Messenger, Northview High School; “What 
are you doing in quarantine,” Melissa Liu, The 
Messenger, Northview High School

Social Media Promotion
All-Georgia: “Application animation,” Melissa 
Liu, The Messenger, Northview High School
Superior: “Senior Night,” Marliee Karinshak, 
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School; 
“Upcoming articles,” Emily Anderson, The 
Verve, The King’s Academy

Emerging Media
All-Georgia: “VHP Atlanta BalVihar: The Con-
nection of Culture from Old to Young,”Shreya 
Mishra, The Bird Feed, South Forsyth High 
School
Superior: “More than just Melanin: the striking 
impact of Colorism in our Community,” Naisha 
Roy and Saahithya Gutta, The Bird Feed, South 
Forsyth High School; “The fairest of them all: 
Misogyny’s tight grip on women,” Zioni Moore, 
The Chant, North Cobb High School

Social Justice Reporting
All-Georgia: “The evolution of opinions sur-
rounding the death penalty” Jemiah Clemons, 
The Chant North Cobb High School
Superior: “Downtown Athens Black Lives Mat-
ter protests” Naomi Hendershot, ODYSSEY Me-
dia Group, Clarke Central High School; “CCSD 
students tackle racism through education and 
activism,” Jackie Wright, BluePrints Magazine, 
Cedar Shoals High School; “Kamala Harris: First 
Black Vice President,” Chisom Ubajah, MHS 
Trail, McIntosh High School

COVID-19 Reporting
All-Georgia: “Cedar Shoals alumni participate 
in Moderna vaccine trial,” Jackie Wright, Blue-
Prints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School
Superior: “Beloved former U.S. History teacher 
Dorothy McGirt passes away from COVID-19,” 
Lanier Pickren, The Southerner, Grady High 
School; “Adapt or die,” Daniel Stackhouse, The 
Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School; “Various 
local and state educational institutions close 
their doors in response to COVID-19,” Ireland 
McCage, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School; “On the frontlines,” Grace Peng 
and Rachel Everett, The Messenger, Northview 
High School

Achievement Awards
Administrators of the Year: Dr. Grant 
Rivera, Superintendent of Marietta City Schools

Community Service: Pitchfork Staff, Marietta 
High School

Freedom of the Press: Carmel Yonas, The 
Bird Feed, South Forsyth High School

Georgia Champion 
Journalist
Winner: Owen Donnelly, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School
Runner-Up: Natalie Ripps, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School

Georgia Junior 
Champion Journalist
Winner: Audrey Enghauser, ODYSSEY Media 
Group, Clarke Central High School
Runner-Up: Natalie Schliekelman, ODYSSEY 
Media Group, Clarke Central High School

First Amendment 
Essay Contest
Winner: Naisha Roy, The Bird Feed, 
South Forsyth High School
Second Place: TyKerius Monford, BluePrints 
Newsmagazine, Cedar Shoals High School 
Third Place: Anna Schmidt, BluePrints 
Newsmagazine, Cedar Shoals High School

Spring 2021 General 
Excellence Rankings

BROADCAST
Middle School
Superior: Warrior News, JC Booth Middle 
School

Small School
Superior: Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Chris-
tian**

NEWSPAPER
Superior: The Verve, The King’s Academy; The 
Knightly News**; Pace Academy; Pitchfork, 
Marietta High School; The Liberty Bell, 
Mount Pisgah Christian School; The Forum, 
The Paidaia School
Excellent: Green & Gold, Wesleyan School

NEWSMAGAZINE
Superior: The Speculator, Chattahoochee High 
School; Milk., Mill Springs Academy; ODYS-
SEY Newsmagazine, Clarke 
Central High School**; The C&G, 
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School

NEWS WEBSITE 
Middle School
Excellent: Warrior News, J.C. Booth Middle 
School

Small School
Superior: The Knightly News, Pace Academy*
Excellent: The Verve, The King’s Academy

Medium School
Superior: The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School; 
The Southerner Online, Grady High School**; 
ODYSEEY Media Group, Clarke Central High 
School Excellent: BluePrints Magazine, Cedar 
Shoals High School; The Oracle, North Springs 
High School; McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High 
School; Achievement: The Speculator, 
Chattahoochee High School

Large School
Excellent: The Chant, North Cobb High 
School; The Birdfeed, South Forsyth High 
School*; The Sting, Roswell High School

*General Excellence Recognition
** General Excellence & All-Georgia Recognition
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