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2022 GSPA Summer Individual Contest Winners 
Categories (in order of appearance)

Literary Magazine: 
Poem 
Short Story 
Artwork 
Photograph 
Cover Design
Spread Design 

Yearbook: 
Social Justice Reporting 
COVID-19 Reporting 
Yearbook Story 
Special Interest Story 
News Photography

Yearbook (continued): 
Feature Photography
Sports Photography
Portrait Photography 
Photo Essay
Information Graphic 
Illustration
Photo Illustration 
Spread Design 
Cover Design 
Theme Development
Social Media Storytelling 
Social Media Promotion
Social Media Breaking News 

2022-23 GSPA Spring Individual Contest Winners 
Categories (in order of appearance)

Broadcast: 
News Package 
In-Depth News/Documentary 
Feature Package 
Production 
Sports Package 
Podcast

Newspaper/Newsmagazine/News Website: 
Social Justice Reporting
COVID-19 Reporting
News Story
In-Depth News Story 
Feature Story 
Feature Profile 
Column Writing
Opposing Viewpoints 
House Editorials 
Commentary
Critical Review 
 

Sports News Story 
Sports Game Coverage
Sports Feature Story 
Sports Column 
Headline Writing 
Caption Writing 
Editorial Cartoon 
Sports Photograph 
News Photograph
Feature/Entertainment Photograph
Photo Essay
Information Graphic 
Illustration 
Photo Illustration 
Double-truck layout/design
Advertising Design 
Social Media Storytelling 
Social Media Breaking News 
Social Media Promotion 
Emerging Media 



POEM
"Shards"

Emily Hoff
Echo, North Springs High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The mirror ties together the two sides of 'she' and 'I': her former happy carefree
self and her current unattractive and less-than-perfect self. Vivid description
and third person creates tension till the last stanza, when the point of view
switches to first person and reasers realize 'I' is talking about herself."



SHORT STORY
"Blue Cardigan"

Ivy Breinig
Musings, Starr's Mill High School

 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Blue Cardigan is rich in details that keep the plot moving. The first
paragraph sets the scene, and those that follow lead the reader through
unexpected twists and turns. We discover the environment the protagonist
'Amber' lives in and how she reacts to mental and external stimuli. The final
twist is surprising and gives us a sense of relief."



ARTWORK
"Hair"

Mya Wesley
Echo, North Springs High School

 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Details were the deciding factor in this contest. Hair consists of varied
yarn colors combined with the painted face and shoulders that create a
3-dimensional appearance. The yarn colors and skin tones effectively
compliment each other, giving a unified look to the piece."



PHOTOGRAPH
"canyoneering"

Caroline Orbock
iliad, Clarke Central High School

 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The viewer's eye is immediately drawn to the climber, who is framed by the
opening in the stone walls and silhouetted by light entering the opening. The
contrast between the darker and lighter stone walls adds much visual interest."



COVER DESIGN
"Dream/Second Dream" 

James Satterfield
Echo, North Springs High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "When faced with what is basically two separate literary magazines, the
solution was to have two similar covers. Unity was achieved through a basic
design with enough differentiation through color and human figure to
establish two publications are behind the covers."



SPREAD DESIGN
"A warm spring rain/Tau"
Eva Orbock, Bird Smith, and Niles Flath

iliad, Clarke Central High School
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The viewer's eye is drawn to the sun and one of its rays reaching down to a
human-like figure near what appears to be a lake. What appears to be hills,
full of greenery, spans the spread and provides a strong frame for the prose
on the left-hand page. The hills also serve to unify the spread."



SOCIAL JUSTICE REPORTING
"School Violence Must be silenced"

London Whilby, Andrea Perez, Brittney Alexander, and Tracy Guo 
The Legend, McIntosh High School



COVID-19 REPORTING
"Mask us again"

Anna Fairrel, Caroline Franklin, and Audrey Zimmerman 
The Legend, McIntosh High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Good job getting a variety of viewpoints about the continuing
impact of COVID."



YEARBOOK STORY
"Rollin on home"

Oluwadolapo Thomas and Mikayla Santiago
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great work telling a unique and interesting story with good interviewing while
maintaining AP style."



SPECIAL INTEREST
"Far From Home"

Oluwadolapo Thomas
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great first-person account. Timeline is a solid explanation for those that
may not know the story. Nice Job."



NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY
"into the woods"

Tracy Guo
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great balance and use of angle in this photo composition."



FEATURE PHOTOGRAPH
"Courtyard Court"

Rebekah Bushmire
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great composition. Nice curved leading lines to the center of interest,
clear focus and good lighting. Fun energy to the photo as well—it
makes you feel like you're there."



SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
"Saving Our Skins"

Ava Flores
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Unique angle captures the moment. Great emotion! Right shot at
the right time."



PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY
"Yelyzaveta"

Oluwadolapo Thomas
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great use of light and color and the contrast of the Ukrainian
flag. Awesome shot"



PHOTO ESSAY
"moments that define You"

Kayla Peacock
The Indian, Towns County High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great storytelling photographs to complement the
accompanying mini feature stories."



INFORMATION GRAPHIC
"Streaming & Dreaming"

Catherine Amendola & Cheyenne Phelps
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Creative way to depict your stats from the poll you took. Great job!"



ILLUSTRATION
"SCHOOL VIOLENCE MUST BE SILENCED"

London Whilby
The Legend, McIntosh High School

 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Moving tribute. Tastefully done. Nice job."



PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
"Cale Collum Profile"
Ethan Duncan and Ethan Fossan

Tiger, Dawson County High School
 
 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Well composed, good-quality photos to help tell the story of the
homecoming dance."



SPREAD DESIGN
"Sticking Around"

True Youngblood
The Indian, Towns County High School

 
 
 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "What a great alternative mode of storytelling. Love that you got actual
laptops. Nice Job!"



COVER DESIGN
"we are..."
Caroline Blair

Tiger, Dawson County High School
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great job of tying the visual theme together with the verbal with the
artist's depiction of different types of students at your school with the
silhouettes."



THEME DEVELOPMENT
"In the moment"

Yearbook Staff
The Indian, Towns County High School

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Consistent development is evident in all areas of production. Really like
what you did here."



SOCIAL MEDIA STORYTELLING
"Graduation Day"

Tracy Guo
The Legend, McIntosh High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Fun alternative storytelling for someone who had an alternative
graduation."



SOCIAL MEDIA PROMOTION
"Guess the Theme"

Oluwadolapo Thomas and London Wilby
The Legend, McIntosh High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great way to promote your yearbook to the student body and gain buy-in
from them for your theme for the year. Love this!"



SOCIAL MEDIA BREAKING NEWS
"Spring Gala Announcement"

Savannah O’Connor
The Legend, McIntosh High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great job including all the breaking news pertinent facts along with an
insightful quotation to add student voice to the post. Nice work
including photo from the event."



BROADCAST NEWS PACKAGE
"Youth day at the West Broad Farmer's Market"

Melanie Frick
WJAG, Cedar Shoals High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "While this production had minor technical flaws, it is all forgiven
because this is a great story with layers that is well reported. I felt like I
had been to this market and knew the history of it. That is the desired
storytelling result."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GCpu-ZNBIY


IN-DEPTH NEWS/DOCUMENTARY
"The Unheard Voices"

Ivan Mendoza
The Chant, North Cobb High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This story featured a variety of voices that are combined together to
display a shared experience. That not only binds the community of these
voices, but creates understanding from other people who don't have
those shared experiences."

https://nchschant.com/23334/features/the-unheard-voices/


FEATURE PACKAGE
"Making Music with Jaylen Strigner"

Aliyah Adams
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This feature made me want to learn more about the subject and his music.
I'm glad the reporter went into the struggle in working with a music label
and how he is navigating that."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPuaZpF32DU


PRODUCTION
"The Spongebob Musical Promo"

Henry Lott
Oracle, North Springs High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This was a comprehensive promo that stood out because it told a story. I
Ioved the featured interviews with the talent and the details of using
SpongeBob font for the titles. The musical track and natural sound pops
made me want to see the show!"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KI5IShMAhE8&t=4s


SPORTS PACKAGE
"Volleyball State Recap"

William Lowman and Isaiah Shareef
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This piece captured the energy that live sports creates and allowed the key
figures in the game to provide voice to how they achieved success. It was a
good mix of interviews and highlights."

https://www.dropbox.com/s/oayb6ku2d3mk6ga/111822%20VB%20state%20recap.mp4?dl=0


PODCAST/AUDIO-ONLY STORY
"Inside info on the college decision process"

Freddrell Green and Alyssa Weiszer 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This podcast has great information and the featured speakers feel
present in the conversation. Technically, the audio is mixed well and the
listener is provided with a very clean experience in consuming the
context."

http://cedarblueprints.com/2023/01/31/inside-info-on-the-college-decision-process-and-the-though-process-of-students/


SOCIAL JUSTICE REPORTING
"Rises in rent leave tenants distraught"

Tumelo Johnson and London Moore
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Identifies and closely examines institutional and systemic barriers that
directly influence a community problem. Centralizes the voice of those
impacted and seeks answers from those addressing it."



COVID-19 REPORTING
"Teachers’ mental health deteriorates,

worsened by pandemic"
Aran Sonnad-Joshi, 

The Southerner, Midtown High School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This entry humanizes the impacts of the pandemic and includes many
voices affected by the topic. The coverage also includes visual components
(photos, cover illustration, pulled quotes) also rooted in human interest and
building empathy/connection."

https://thesoutherneronline.com/87383/news/teachers-mental-health-deteriorates-worsened-by-pandemic/


NEWS STORY
"Druid Hills denied modernization"

Riot Jolly and Ishita Samnani 
The Spotlight, Druid Hills High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The diligence and tenacity of the students of Druid Hills HS to improve
their school is admirable and inspiring, as is this article. It contains
several of the important qualities of news writing: timeliness, human
interest, proximity and importance/currency."



IN-DEPTH NEWS STORY
"No easy solution"

Violet Calkin
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Excellent job researching this timely and crucial topic from all angles.
Well written and thorough."



FEATURE STORY
"Slayed"
Ikeoluwa Ojo, 

BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Thorough reporting that includes the voices of a variety of sources.
Multiple layers of to uncover with visual packages that engage the
reader."



FEATURE PROFILE
"Mr. Elliot Reid: Redefining History 

One IB Class at a Time"
Jill Yoder, 

The Warrior Wire, North Atlanta High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This feature story was engaging and had a solid lead that kept my
attention throughout the story. The writing was strong and had limited
technical flaws. It's a well-written piece of journalism."

https://www.thewarriorwire.org/11865/showcase/mr-elliot-reid-redefining-history-one-ib-class-at-a-time/
https://www.thewarriorwire.org/11865/showcase/mr-elliot-reid-redefining-history-one-ib-class-at-a-time/
https://www.thewarriorwire.org/11865/showcase/mr-elliot-reid-redefining-history-one-ib-class-at-a-time/


COLUMN WRITING
"Crypto Crisis/Representing

in the Right Way"
Marcus Welch

Cedar BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great columns inform, entertain, and/or persuade. Marcus has a great
writer's voice and manages to do all three! (Thank you for explaining
cryptocurrency) Consider adding an ongoing title to your column and
keep readers coming back for more."



OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS COLUMN
"Head to Head: Is ChatGPT a learning 

resource or a risky tool?"
Aran Sonnad-Joshi and Stella Maximuk, 

The Southerner, Midtown High School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Excellent writing and research on a very timely, interesting, and
controversial topic. Where are we truly headed with students using AI for
writing? Nice job balancing both sides without being preachy or
uninformed."

https://thesoutherneronline.com/91145/comment/head-to-head-is-chatgpt-a-learning-resource-or-a-risky-tool/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/91145/comment/head-to-head-is-chatgpt-a-learning-resource-or-a-risky-tool/
https://thesoutherneronline.com/91145/comment/head-to-head-is-chatgpt-a-learning-resource-or-a-risky-tool/


HOUSE EDITORIALS
"Our Take"

Staff
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Timely, interesting topics relevant to your particular school/readers,
supported with student-created art/visuals. Exactly what a house
editorial is supposed to do. Excellent work!"



COMMENTARY (OP-ED COLUMNS)
"True crime's popularity and its 

damage to society"
McKenna Ryan

The Messenger, Northview High School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "A mature look at a less examined topic. Stellar word choice. Ideas were
laid out clearly. Nice work!"



CRITICAL REVIEW
"Restaurant Review: 

Maple Street Biscuit Company"
Elsa Moore

Green and Gold, Wesleyan School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Showcases the variety that is available and writing shows awareness of
multiple audiences. Opinions are thoroughly supported with detailed
observations."



SPORTS NEWS STORY
"Strengthening Central"

Gretchen Hinger
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Good incorporation of multiple sources and stats. Quality interviews
evident in the well-organized article."



SPORTS GAME COVERAGE
"Game Coverage: CCHS vs CSHS"

Wyatt Meyer
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Excellent game coverage with a human interest touch."

https://odysseynewsmagazine.net/2023/01/22/game-coverage-cchs-v-cshs-varsity-basketball/


SPORTS FEATURE STORY
"Football's In the Family"

Wyatt Meyer
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "What an interesting, unique, student- and faculty-focused story! Great
human interest connection. You obviously did some very thorough
interviewing, which resulted in acquiring effective, storytelling quotes.
Nice job!"



SPORTS COLUMN
"Tell Me, Wy"

Wyatt Meyer, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Engages the audience with an ethical dilemma in a recent popular event.
Provides context and information that helps the audience think for
themselves. Presents a clear, distinctive voice for the column writer."



HEADLINE WRITING
Sam Fickle, 

The Verve, The King's Academy
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Excellent use of strong verbs that paint a picture for the reader and
entices them into the article."



CAPTION WRITING

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Great use of precise action verbs in captions."

Sam Fickle, 
The Verve, The King's Academy

 



EDITORIAL CARTOON
"My journey to accepting my culture"

Ava Maddox, 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Editorial cartoons are tough. However, if you can do it right and get your
message across, it's magical. In this instance, Ava's illustration depicting
an Alice in Wonderland-type editorial cartoon was beautifully drawn and
masterfully executed."

http://cedarblueprints.com/2022/02/15/my-journey-to-accepting-my-culture/


SPORTS PHOTOGRAPH
"ZOOM"

Lucas Donnelly
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The first place finisher was an excellent demonstration of the panning
technique. While it shouldn't be used often, this gave a wonderful sense
of movement to the race."



NEWS PHOTOGRAPH
"Crowning of Homecoming Queen"

Zaria Byers 
Pitchfork, Marietta High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The All-Georgia entry had a wonderful moment—the frame was filled,
there was emotion and interaction and the background was not
problematic."



FEATURE/ENTERTAINMENT
PHOTOGRAPH

"Like His Big Brother"
Temprince Battle

ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The All-Georgia entry was a delightful moment that demonstrates the
need to pay attention at all times—gifts like this don't come around
often, we must be prepared for them."



PHOTO ESSAY
"BSU Fashion Show"

Caroline Disque and Dalton Ward
The Spotlight, Druid Hills High School 

 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "The All-Georgia entry had a lot of characters, causing a pause to study
and assess."



INFORMATION GRAPHIC
"Going Green"

Disha Kumar
The Messenger, Northview High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Obviously, it doesn't hurt when the design matches the content. What
appeals to this judge is how all of the elements work in harmony with the
overall design. From top to bottom side to side, the graphic elements all
lead to a well-executed package."



ILLUSTRATION
"Managing a Mixed Mindset" 

Eva Lucero 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Effectively illustrating an opinion article isn't as easy as you think. Not
only does the artwork have to be of high caliber, but the message has to
be clear. In this instance, Eva Lucero's message in her illustration is both
effective and of high quality."



PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
"Student Take to the Screen"

Wesley Harrison
Pitchfork, Marietta High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "This was a simple idea that was elegantly executed. Maintaining a sense
of visual variety across the four included photographs gave this great
deal of visual interest."



DOUBLE-TRUCK LAYOUT/DESIGN
"Fast Fashion, Accelerating Unethical

Clothing Production"
Aiden Dowling

BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Excellent design, artfully planned with attention to detail. Also, a great
topic for your readers. Looks professional. Well done!"



ADVERTISING DESIGN
"Black and White"

Emma Vogli 
The Verve, The King's Academy

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Advertisements should, of course, look nice (font, colors), but this one
also has all the necessary info. Most important in this one is the QR
code letting readers know how to buy tickets. A little self-promotion
for The Verve! Hope your event was successful."



SOCIAL MEDIA STORYTELLING
"Jags In The Jungle (Part 1)"

Christian Posadas Palma
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Christian's content was innovative and involved all the students and
staff instead of just himself. It was an organized way of making sure
the students were aware of all of the extracurricular activities."



CATEGORY
"Code Red Lockdown"

  Luke Soule, 
McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "What makes breaking news work beyond the obvious is when you can
post breaking news with visuals. The picture with the code red sign on
the screen in the classroom made this breaking news the top of this
competition."



SOCIAL MEDIA PROMOTION

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "First and foremost, I enjoyed the simple subtlety of these Instagram
posts. In fact, I think it was the first one with the young man telling the
reader to turn to page 16 of the copy that won me over. Finding unique
ways to engage the reader is a winner."

"Mag Promos"
Alyssa Weiszer, Melanie Frick, and Ikeoluwa Ojo

BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
 



EMERGING MEDIA
"LGBTQIA+ for Dummies"

Zioni Moore 
The Chant, North Cobb High School

 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "Although the emerging media part might not seem as imaginative as some
of the others, the overall appearance of this piece followed by the links and
the charts makes this piece well worth the All-Georgia winner."



2022 Summer Award Winners 

Summer 2022 General Excellence

Poem

Artwork

YEARBOOK

Short Story

LITERARY MAGAZINE YEARBOOK (continued)

Photograph

Cover Design

Spread Design

Excellent
VOX, Roswell High School
The Globe, Milton High School
Silent Voices, Woodward Academy
Musings, Starr’s Mill High School 

Superior
Echo, North Springs School
iliad, Clarke Central High School 

All-Georgia
iliad, Clarke Central High School

All-Georgia: Emily Hoff, "Shards," Echo,
North Springs High School
Superiors: Isabella Matey, "My
Constellation," Musings, Starr's Mill High
School; Gabby Gruszynsky, 
"This Side of my Skin," Archetype, Lake
Oconee Academy

Achievement
The Indian, Towns County High School
SAGA, Druid Hills High School
The Bulldog, Forsyth Central High School 
Panorama, North Cobb High School
Panorama, Winder-Barrow High School

All-Georgia: Mya Wesley, “Hair,” Echo, 
North Springs High School
Superiors: Lindsey Herring, “Hand,” The Archetype,
Lake Oconee Academy; Bird Smith, “Gatsby’s
Dream,” iliad, Clarke Central High School

All-Georgia: Ivy Breinig, "Blue Cardigan" Musings,
Starr's Mill High School
Superiors: Natalie Schliekelman, "Fracture Future,"
iliad, Clarke Central High School; Ayanna Lonon,
"American Christmas,"iliad, Clarke Central High
School

Excellent
The Crest, The King’s Academy 
High Tide, Glynn Academy
Tiger, Dawson County High School
Argus, Lumpkin County High School 
Golden Memories, Fayette County High
Orator, Midtown High School
The Legend, McIntosh High School
Saga, Woodstock High School
The Guidon, Marist School
The Olympian, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School

Superior
Wildcat Den, Rabun County Middle School
Legend, Tallulah Falls School
Cutlass, Habersham Central High School
Ortu Solis, East Forsyth High School
The Phoenix, Woodward Academy
Olympian, Marietta High School 
The Legend, Walton High School
Accipitier, Mill Creek High School 

All-Georgia: James Satterfield, "Dream/Second
Dream," Echo, North Springs High School
Superiors: Skylar Maroschak, "Elements and
Principles," The Archetype, Lake Oconee Academy;
Eva Orbock, "Astraeus," iliad, Clarke Central High
School

All-Georgia: Eva Orbock, Bird Smith, and Niles Flath, 
"A warm spring rain/Tau," iliad, 
Clarke Central High School
Superiors: Turner Taggart, "Interlude," Echo, North
Springs High School; Staff, Spread pages 3-4,
Musings, Starr's Mill High School

All-Georgia: Caroline Orbock, "canyoneering," iliad,
Clarke Central High School
Superiors: Nadine Mitchell, "Hallway" Echo, 
North Springs High School; Allissa Chiu, "Black
Sunset", Musings, Starr's Mill High School

YEARBOOK OVERALL

Small School Winner
Legend, 
Tallulah Falls School

Medium School
Ortu Solis, 
East Forsyth High School
Large School
The Phoenix, 
Woodward Academy

All-Georgia 
The Phoenix
Woodward Academy

LITERARY MAGAZINE



2022 Summer Award Winners 
YEARBOOK

Yearbook Story

COVID-19 Reporting

Special Interest Story

Social Justic Reporting 

Feature Photography

Cover Design

Social Media Storytelling

Social Media Promotion 

All-Georgia: Oluwadolapo Thomas, "Far From
Home," The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superiors: Jordyn Mobley, "No Escape," The Legend,
McIntosh High School; Brady Dunn, "Stopping the
Presses," The Legend, McIntosh High School

All-Georgia: London Whilby, 
Andrea Perez, Brittney Alexander, Tracy Guo, 
 "School Violence Must be Silenced", The Legend,
McIntosh High School

All-Georgia: Anna Fairrel, Caroline Franklin, and
Audrey Zimmerman “Mask Us Again”  The Legend,
McIntosh High School

All-Georgia: Oluwadolapo Thomas and 
Mikayla Santiago, "Rollin on home” The Legend,
McIntosh High School
Superiors: True Youngblood, “HS Football,” 
The Indian, Towns County High School; Julia Skaggs,
“Where Words Fail Music Speaks,” Panorama, 
North Cobb High School; Audrey Zimmerman and
Anna Fairrel, “Code Enforcement,” The Legend,
McIntosh High School

All-Georgia: Caroline Blair, “WE Are...”, Tiger, 
Dawson County High School
Superior: Staff, "A New Horizon," Saga, Druid Hills
High School

All-Georgia: Tracy Guo, "Graduation Day" The Legend,
McIntosh High School
Superior: Staff, "Meet the Staff," The Crest, 
The King's Academy

All-Georgia: OluwadolapoThomas and
 London Wilby, “Guess the Theme”, The Legend,
McIntosh High School
Superior: Sara Catherine Iredale and Maya Yim, “Silent
Disco,” The Crest, The King’s Academy

All-Georgia: Ava Flores, "Saving Our Skins," 
The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superior: Maisey Wasulko, "Varisty Fastpitch,"
Panorama,North Cobb High School

Theme Development 
All-Georgia: Yearbook Staff, "In The Moment," The
Indian, Towns County High School
Superior: Caroline Blair and Ethan Duncan, "WE Are...",
Tiger, Dawson County High School

News Photography
All-Georgia: Tracy Guo,"Into the Woods,"The
Legend, McIntosh High School
Superior: Emma Bellantoni, "Chalk Something Up,"
The Legend, McIntosh High School

Sports Photography

All-Georgia: Rebekah Bushmire,"Courtyard Concert,"
The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superior: Bazya Smith, "Senior Leadership
Day," The Indian, Towns County High School

Portrait Photography
All-Georgia: OluwadolapoThomas,"Yelyzaveta"
The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superior: London Wilby, "Tens Across the Board,"
The Legend, McIntosh High School

Photo Essay
All-Georgia: Kayla Peacock, "Moments That Define
You,"The Indian, Towns County High School
Superior: Maya Yim, "Building Black & White"
The Crest, The King’s Academy

Information Graphic
All-Georgia: Catherine Amendola and Cheyenne
Phelps,"Streaming & Dreaming,”The Legend,
McIntosh High School
Superior: True Youngblood, “Sticking Around,”
The Indian, Towns County High School

Illustration
All-Georgia: London Whilby,"School Violence Must Be
Silenced," The Legend, McIntosh High School
Superior: Carmella Niedzwiecki, “Masked Again,”The
Legend, McIntosh High School

Photo Illustration
All-Georgia: Ethan Duncan and Ethan Fossan,“Cale
Collum Profile,” Tiger, Dawson County High School
Superior: Caroline Blair,“Fashioner or Fashionista,”
Tiger, Dawson County High School

Spread Design
All-Georgia: True Youngblood, “Sticking Around,” The
Indian,Towns County High School
Superiors: Tiffany Robertson and Charley Roness,
"Around Town", The Crest, The King's Academy;
Mabry Looper and Sara Catherine Iredale, "Silent
Disco", The Crest, The King's Academy; 
Jordyn Mobley, "No Escape" The Legend,
McIntosh High School

Social Media Breaking News
All-Georgia: Savannah O’Connor,
“Spring Gala Announcement” The Legend, McIntosh
High School
Superior: Staff, “GSPA Awards,” The Crest, The King’s
Academy



2022-23 Spring Award Winners 

Production

News Package

Sports Package

Feature Package

In-depth News Story

Feature Story 

In-Depth News Story 

NEWSMAGAZINE, 
NEWSPAPER, NEWS WEBSITE

News Story

Commentary

Feature Profile

House Editorials

Column Writing 

Opposing Viewpoints Column

All-Georgia: "Inside info on the
college decision process," Freddrell
Green and Alyssa Weiszer,
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "Taking it day by day,"
Janie Ripps, ODYSSEY Media Group,
Clarke Central High School; "The
Voice of Verve: Ty Faulk," Samuel
Rice, The Verve, The King's Academy

All-Georgia: "Making Music with
Jaylen Strigner," Aliyah Adams,
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "COR Christmas Tree Farm
Feature," Abbey Duke and Janie
Stinchcomb, Live@1575, Greater
Atlanta Christian School; "BDN Special
Report: Marietta Adapted Games,"
Gregory Papp and Cora Ocampo, Blue
Devil News, Marietta High School

All-Georgia: "Volleyball State Recap," 
William Lowman and Isaiah Shareef,
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian
School
Superiors: "The new and improved
Lady Jags," Sabriyu Adams, WJAG-TV,
Cedar Shoals High School; "Revisiting
the gabs between Glads," Gretchen
Hinger, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

All-Georgia: "The Unheard Voices,"
Ivan Mendoza, The Chant, North Cobb
High School
Superior: "The MHS IB Program,"
Beauman Ivester, Gregory Papp, Cora
Ocampo and Madison McKinley, Blue
Devil News, Marietta High School

All-Georgia: "The Spongebob Musical
Promo,"Henry Lott, Oracle, North
Springs High School
Superiors: "Black History Month: I
Have A Dream," Micah Robinson and
Javon Brown, Oracle, North Springs
High School; "Snowman Stop Motion,"
William Duke, Live@1575, Greater
Atlanta Christian School; "Spring
Live@1575 Show Opener," Andrew
Hathaway, Live@1575, Greater Atlanta
Christian School

All-Georgia: "Youth day at the West
Broad Farmer's Market," Melanie Frick, 
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "C.W. Matthews at MHS,"
Sofia Eraydin, Cora Ocampo, 
Nicholas Wolfson, and Beauman
Ivester, Blue Devil News, Marietta High
School; "Nhan Phan," Emily Edwards,
Live@1575, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School

All-Georgia: "No easy solution," Violet
Calkin, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals 
High School
Superiors: "Can it be done?" Savannah
Hayes, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High
School; "The Saga of Taylor Swift
Tickets," Grace Lovejoy, McIntosh Trail, 
McIntosh High School; "SADD Nation
Selects Chattahoochee Student," Diego
Carvajal Nunez, The Speculator,
Chattahoochee High School;
"Desensitized to Danger," Emily Couch
and Audrey Enghauser, ODYSSEY
Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School

All-Georgia: "Druid Hills denied
modernization," Riot Jolly and Ishita
Samnani, The Spotlight, Druid Hills 
High School
Superiors: "Two months, two new
principals," Etinosa Ogbomo, The
Pitchfork, Marietta High School; "Double
Dawg Championship," Molly Harwell,
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central
High School; "Head to Head: Is ChatGPT
a learning resource or a risky tool?" 
Aran Sonnad-Joshi, The Southerner,
Midtown High School; "School violence
spikes," Anya Biswas and Milly Miao,
The Messenger, Northview High School;
"Warnock wins Georgia Senate runoff,"
Edric Bussie, Bryant Monohan and
Abraham Rufus, The Spotlight, Druid
Hills High School

All-Georgia: "Slayed," Ikeoluwa Ojo, 
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "The impact of ChatGPT in
schools," Anya Biswas and Nethra Pai, 
The Messenger, Northview High School;
"The case for balance," Anshi Vajpayee,
Kevin Xiang, The Messenger, 
Northview High School; "As Halloween
approaches, teal pumpkins raise
awareness of food allergies," Savannah
Hayes, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High
School

"Rooted in Community," Isabella
Westrich, ODYSSEY Media Group,
Clarke Central High School; "Shelving
a Safe Space," Ellie Crane, BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals High School

All-Georgia: "True crime's popularity
and its damage to society," McKenna
Ryan, The Messenger, Northview High
School

All-Georgia: "Crypto
Crisis/Representing in the Right Way," 
Marcus Welch, Cedar BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School
 Superiors: “Boiling Point,” Chloe Sears,
ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School; "Mo
Knows," Molly Harwell, Odyssey Media
Group, Clarke Central High School

All-Georgia: "Head to Head: Is ChatGPT
a learning resource or a risky tool?"
Aran Sonnad-Joshi and Stella Maximuk, 
The Southerner, Midtown High School
Superiors: "Should students stand for
the Pledge?" Emerson Keith and
Jennifer Lee, The Sting, Roswell High
School; "Do clubs ignite or douse your
passions?" Remzi Abaci and Agreya
Menon, The Speculator, Chattahoochee
High School

All-Georgia “Our Take,” Staff, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central
High School 
Superiors: "Aren't We Supposed to Be
Cheering On the Team?" The McIntosh
Trail Staff, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High
School; "When Your Country
Crumbles/Deconstructing
Deconstruction," The Verve Staff, 
The Verve, The King's Academy

All-Georgia:“Mr. Elliot Reid: Redefining
History One IB Class at a Time,” Jill
Yoder, The Warrior Wire, North Atlanta
High School
Superiors: “Student Advocacy Specialist
Sharlene Patterson," Luke Soule,
McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School;
"The Journey Behind Tumi's Crown," Lily
Gibson, The Liberty Bell, Mount Pisgah
Christian School; "A Labor of No Love,"
Ikeoluwa Ojo, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School; "Cultivating A
Dream," Isabella Westrich, 
Odyssey Media Group, Clarke Central
High School

BROADCAST Podcast



All-Georgia: "Restaurant Review: 
Maple Street Biscuit Company," Elsa
Moore, Green and Gold, Wesleyan
School
Superiors: "Pressures, Parenting and
Pandas: Let’s Talk about Pixar’s
'Turning Red'," Maggie Craig, The
Bird Feed, South Forsyth High
School; "Mochinut comes to Athens,"
Mia La, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High
School; "'The Menu': A Meal of a
Movie," Sarah Meiselman, The
Oracle, North Springs High School;
"'Top Gun: Maverick'," Sarah Gordon,
The Verve, The King's Academy

All -Georgia: "Football's In the
Family," Wyatt Meyer, ODYSSEY
Media Group, Clarke Central 
High School 

All-Georgia: "Game Coverage: CCHS
vs CSHS," Wyatt Meyer, ODYSSEY
Media Group, Clarke Central High
School
Superiors: "Close game against the
Hoyas," Giovanna Talone, The Chant,
North Cobb High School; "CCHS boys
varsity soccer," Lukas Cornish, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central
High School; "Jaguars shutout in
Classic City Championship," Gabe
Holcomb, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals
High School

All-Georgia: "Strengthening Central," 
Gretchen Hinger, ODYSSEY Media
Group, Clarke Central High School
Superiors: "Central takes the flag,"
Cadence Schapker, ODYSSEY Media
Group, Clarke Central High School;
"Lady Jags soccer ends losing streak,"
Marcus Welch, BluePrints, Cedar
Shoals High School; "Region
realignment," Megan Wise, BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals High School; "Tropical
Storm Ian," Ava Flores, McIntosh
Trail, McIntosh High School                                                                                                                                                                        

Superiors: "Senior Bowman twins
lead school soccer programs," Greta
Gustafson, The Southerner, Midtown
High School;"Freshman Virginia
Woodcock takes dressage by the
reins," Carolyn Harty, The Southerner,
Midtown High School; "Both Sides of
the Ball," Kylie Toney, BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals High School: "Revisiting
Perno's Playbook," Gretchen Hinger,
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke
Central High School

All-Georgia: "My journey to accepting
my culture," Ava Maddox, BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "In The Deep," Sophia Rios,
Oracle, North Springs High School;
"When your country crumbles,"
Samuel Rice, The Verve, The King's
Academy

All-Georgia: "ZOOM," Lucas Donnelly, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central
High School
Superiors: "Pep," Isabelle Duncan,
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central
High School; "Jaguar soccer," Kylie
Toney, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals 
High School

All-Georgia: Sam Fickle, The Verve, 
The King's Academy
Superiors: Ema Vogli, The Verve, 
The King's Academy; Disha Kumar, 
The Messenger, Northview High School

All-Georgia: Sam Fickle, The Verve, 
The King's Academy
Superiors: Emma Scrivner, The Verve,
The King's Academy; Matthew Iredale,
The Verve, The King's Academy

All-Georgia: "Tell Me, Wy," Wyatt
Meyer, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke
Central High School
Superiors: "Mbow's Musings," Andrew
Mbow, Oracle, North Springs High
School; "Reclaiming Power," Gretchen
Hinger, ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke
Central High School

All-Georgia: "Crowning of
Homecoming Queen," Zaria Byers, 
Pitchfork, Marietta High School
Superiors: "Dr. Hooker," Isabella
Morgan, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals
High School; "Adapted games,"
Sydney Martinez, Pitchfork,
Marietta High School

All-Georgia: "Like His Big Brother,"
Temprince Battle, ODYSSEY Media
Group, Clarke Central High School
Superiors: "Lights Out," Dalton Ward,
The Spotlight, Druid Hills High
School; "Outside the Program,"
Lucas Donnelly, ODYSSEY Media
Group, Clarke Central High School;
"Three Multi-sport Girl Athletes"
Alyssa Hamilton, Pitchfork, Marietta
High School

All-Georgia: "BSU Fashion Show,"
Caroline Disque and Dalton Ward, The
Spotlight, Druid Hills High School
Superiors: "The Heart of Johns
Creek," Anika Balamurugan, The
Speculator, Chattahoochee High
School

All-Georgia: "Going Green," Disha
Kumar, The Messenger, Northview
High School
Superiors: "Morning Traffic," Wesley
Harrison, Pitchfork, Marietta High
School; "Fast Fashion," Aiden
Dowling, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals
High School; "Chromebooks," Dani
McClure, The Verve, The King's
Academy

All-Georgia: "Student Take to the
Screen," Wesley Harrison, Pitchfork,
Marietta High School
Superior: "The Monster Within
Monster," Eladia Scott, The Chant,
North Cobb High School

All-Georgia: "Managing a Mixed
Mindset," Eva Lucero, BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "Varying New Math
Classes," Milly Miao, The Messenger,
Northview High School; “Feelings of
Helplessness," Mia La, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School

Critical Review 

Sports News Story 

Sports Feature Story 

Sports Game Coverage 

Sports Column 

Caption Writing 

Headline Writing 

Editorial Cartoon 

Sports Photograph 

Photo Essay

Illustration 

News Photograph

Photo Illustration 

Information Graphic 

Feature/Entertainment
Photograph 



Advertising Design 

Social Media Storytelling 

Social Media Breaking News 

Double-Truck Layout/Design 

Emerging Media

Social Media Promotion 

COVID-19 Reporting

Social Justice Reporting

All-Georgia: "Jags In The Jungle
(Part 1)," Alyssa Weiszer, Melanie
Frick, and Ikeoluwa Ojo, BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "Clinic Women's Pro
Twilight," Lucas Donnelly, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke
Central High School; "Artists
drawing Martin Luther King," 
Savannah Hayes, McIntosh Trail, 
 McIntosh High School

All-Georgia "Black and White," 
Emma Vogli, The Verve, The King's
Academy
Superior: "Follow Us On Social
Media," Danielle McClure, The Verve, 
The King's Academy

All-Georgia: "Code Red Lockdown,"
Luke Soule, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh
High School
Superiors: Bus Collison," LuLu Vitulo,
McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School
"Potential threat made against MHS,"
Rebekah Bushmire, McIntosh Trail,
McIntosh High School

All-Georgia: "Fast Fashion, Accelerating
Unethical Clothing Production," Aiden
Dowling, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High
School
 Superiors: "Raiders Reign...JROTC
Raider Team Continues to Perform,"
Megan Wise, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals
High School; "Going Green, A Deep
Dive..." Disha Kumar, The Messenger,
Northview High School 

All-Georgia: "Mag Promos," Ikeoluwa
Ojo, Ellie Crane and Melanie Frick,
BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: Behind the Scenes of Black
and White," Caroline Walker, The
Verve, The King's Academy; "Back to
Mac," Rebekah Bushmire, McIntosh
Trail, McIntosh High School

All-Georgia:  "LGBTQIA+ for Dummies," 
Zioni Moore, The Chant, North Cobb
High School
Superiors: "Dress Code," Phoenix
Rivers, Oracle, North Springs High
School; "Runoff Rundown," Disha
Kumar, The Messenger, Northview High
School

Superior: BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School; ODYSSEY Media Group**, Clarke Central High School;
The Speculator, Chattahoochee High School 

Achievement: The Warrior Wire, North Atlanta High School
Excellent: The Forum, The Paideia School; Green and Gold, Wesleyan School; The Liberty Bell, Mount Pisgah Christian School
Superior, The Verve, The King’s Academy*; The Knightly News, Pace Academy; The Spotlight, Druid Hills High School; The
Southerner, Midtown High School*'**; The Pitchfork*, Marietta High School

Superior: Vervecast!, The King’s Academy**; WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School; Central Scene, Forsyth Central High
School; Live@1575, Greater Atlanta Christian; Eagle News Network, Riverside Military Academy; Blue Devil News, Marietta
High School

All-Georgia: "Teachers’ mental health
deteriorates, worsened by pandemic,"
Aran Sonnad-Joshi, The Southerner, 
Midtown High School
 Superiors: "Unmasked, but not unfazed:
children face the brunt of COVID-19’s
aftermath," Amber Roldan, The Chant, 
North Cobb High School; "CDC
Guidelines: The “Back-to-Normal”
Virus," Arya Devkota, The Speculator, 
Chattahoochee High School

All-Georgia: "Rises in rent leave tenants
distraught," Tumelo Johnson and
London Moore, BluePrints, 
Cedar Shoals High School
Superiors: "Revisiting gaps between
Glads," Gretchen Hinger, ODYSSEY
Media Group, Clarke Central High
School; "Georgia voting bill limits voter
accessibility," Alannah Edwards, The
Southerner, Midtown High School; "A
circle of justice: CCSD students honor
the civil rights movement," Ikeoluwa
Ojo, BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High
School

Achievement: The Verve News, The King’s Academy; The Sting, Roswell High School; The Oracle, North Springs High
School;  The Speculator, Chattahoochee High School; The Warrior Wire, North Atlanta High School
Excellent: McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School; The Messenger, Northview High School; The BirdFeed, South Forsyth High
School 
Superior: BluePrints, Cedar Shoals High School; The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School; The Southerner, Midtown High
School;  ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School*’**; The Chant, North Cobb High School*

*General Excellence Recognition (i.e: Small, Medium, or Large School)
** General Excellence & All-Georgia Recognition

Spring 2023 General Excellence

NEWSPAPER

BROADCAST

NEWSMAGAZINE

NEWS WEBSITE 

"The Voice of Verve," Multimedia
Podcast, The Verve, The King's
Academy



ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Adviser of the Year recognizes a journalism
adviser who goes beyond the “call of duty” in
supporting his or her staff. 
Winner: Marc Ginsberg (left), BluePrints and
WJAG-TV, Cedar Shoals High School

The Turnaround Award recognizes a staff that
has significantly changed the quality of its
product from the previous year. 
Winner: The Spotlight newspaper at 
Druid Hills High School

The First-Year Adviser Award recognizes a
new adviser who has demonstrated success
and a desire in strengthening the program. 
Winner: Pierce Bauer (right), Druid Hills 
High School, The Spotlight

The Enterprising Award recognizes a student
who achieves success in publishing significant,
quality journalistic work outside of school in
local, regional or national outlets.
Winner: Freddrell Green of Cedar Shoals High
School

Winner: Disha Kumar (left), The Messenger,
Northview High School, co-editor-in-chief 

Kumar is a current member of GSPA Student
Ambassadors. Kumar received a plaque and a
$1,000 monetary award, supported by the
Carolyn McKenzie and Don E. Carter Chair for
Excellence in Journalism at the University of
Georgia Grady College of Journalism and Mass
Communication.

Runner-Up: Melanie Frick, co-editor-in-chief
for Cedar Shoals High School’s BluePrints
Magazine

JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

Winner: Maya Clement, ODYSSEY Media
Group, Clarke Central High School
Runner-Up: Anna Shaikun, ODYSSEY Media
Group, Clarke Central High School

JUNIOR JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR
Winner: Ruby Calkin, Cedar Shoals High School
Second Place: Eva Lucero, Cedar Shoals High School
Third Place: Tumelo Johnson, Cedar Shoals High School

FIRST AMENDMENT ESSAY CONTEST

http://cedarblueprints.com/
http://cedarblueprints.com/category/broadcast/
https://www.ugagspa.org/gspa-student-ambassadors
https://melaniefrickjoyportfolio.wordpress.com/
http://cedarblueprints.com/


GSPA appreciates the generous support of the following sponsors:

THANK YOU

Special Thanks:
GSPA Student Ambassadors
Grady College Ambassadors

Grady College External Relations
Kimberlee Smith, GSPA Graduate Assistant


