
Writing in 3-D 
 

By Elisha Boggs, former newspaper & yearbook adviser and freelance journalist 
 

Finding a story is one thing, but turning it into a readable masterpiece is quite another. 
 

Your job is to “get the story”.  What exactly does that mean? 
 

You bring your notes and your thoughts to the table and then you mind goes numb. You say to 
yourself, “No one is going to read this anyway,” and this is what you come up with . . . 

 
Soccer introduction: 
 
“Although some people thought soccer was just players kicking a ball n a net, it was so much more. 
The team worked together and every player needed to know that the person next to them will give it 
their all.” 
 
Fashion introduction: 
 
“Just by walking down the halls of school, it was obvious that each differed in their taste of clothing 
styles. “It’s so cool that our school is so diverse when it comes to clothing. There are so many 
different styles and it’s cool that our school doesn’t stick to a particular one.” 
 
Academics introduction: 
 
“For the past four years, the seniors of the class of 2008 took classes to prepare them for college. 
This was the year they had to worry about the SAT.” 
 
Writing in Three D 
 
Details: facts, information, fine points 

• Think sensually about the smells, the textures, the tastes, the looks, and the noises. 
• Specify with informative quotes 
• Get real facts about classes – What do they make? What do they read? How do they act? 
• Don’t write forever 

 
Description: a sketch, a narrative, a picture 

• Turn your pencil (keyboard) into a paintbrush.  
• Paint a picture for your reader – I wish I were an Oscar Meyer Weiner.  
• Sketch the outfit – a black cascade 
• Find someone that has been thrown over the fence 
• Gather evidence –book bags, clothes, food, stickers, gestures  
 

Determination: resolve, purpose, grit 
• Resolve to research your story 
• Have a purpose behind what you write. If you see that you are saying nothing. STOP. 
• Grit your teeth and keep digging  

 
 
 



With this in mind, there are a few moves to make that will drastically change your writing, even when 
you are to tired and sure that NO ONE will read your text. 
 
1. Stay away from absolutes and generalities. I like to refer to them as “Words to avoid like the 
plague!”  
 

Just  Very  Always Whether or not Each and every A lot 
 

Get, got Many times Many different Obvious   So All 
 
Things everything many stuff cool nice neat 

 
2. Find alternative means to tell the story – We had no story for the school store, but wanted to do a 
layout for it since it is a popular place at the school. After no story evolved, I told my writer to go and 
sit against the wall and write down everything she heard. This is what we came up with.  
 
“I want somebody to get a Moonpie. Moonpie . . that’s like the gayest word ever.” SPEAK ENGLISH! I 
was like who are you preaching to” “Amen Sister!” “Oh snap, I might get two of these.” “If you steal 
you go to OSS. Don’t mess with him . . .or him.” Well ya know what, I’ll just be fat about it,” “Oh my 
God. Stress, stress, stress.” 
 
 
Fashion: 
“My mom was like gorgeous!” proclaims Senior Ashley Hewett as she flips through old photographs of 
her mother. She stands frozen in time, posed in oversized black sunglasses and gold hoop earrings.  
 
Soccer: 
“It’s all fun and games . . . right? That depends on whom you ask. The varsity men’s soccer team has 
dealt with harsh weather, hard drills and tough opponents. “We had to run two miles under 13:30 
during conditioning. It’s not hard when you’re in shape but it was really tiring in the beginning,” said 
sophomore Fidel Reyes.  
 
Studying: 
 
“The academic team knows a lot of useless information,” said freshman Kyle Reynolds, shrugging. 
But the truth is, being on the Academic Team is more than the trivial facts: It’s a sense of 
accomplishment that comes with buzzing in the answer and hearing, “That is correct!” 
 
 
3. Can you find another way to start your lead? 
 
There are so many types of fashion that are unique to all teenagers as they search for their individual 
styles fighting for a place in society. There are preps, grunge, athletes, and more. With all the many 
different styles, students have so many choices of the things they wear.  
 
Five outfits and thirty minutes later, sophomore Julia Styles is finally ready for school. She fought the 
hard fight of fashion along with her classmates, Lily Eichert and Sarah James. And then they arrived 
at school, met in the bathroom, switched shirts, belts, and shoes. Now they are ready to face the daily 
critque of their classmates.  


